
On Wednesday the team traveled out to Heritage High with it’s 10 courts and the JV came out 
also.  Heritage is by far the best team in the BVAL since College Park changed league.  They only have 6 
teams in their league and we have 10 teams in our league.   
 
Again we were able to start all nine matches at the same time.  The Spartans won the first set at #1 with 
Danny Nomura, #2 with Jeff Kubota, and #5 with Luke Happel. They won the first set in #1 doubles with 
Rick Trapp and Will Wright, #2 doubles with Ravin Wejesuriya and Ryan Sheffield, and #3 doubles with 
Jordon Rivera and Kyle Haley.   
 
Junior Luke Happel was first off the court with a quick 6-1.6-0.  Luke is getting better with each match 
and is mastering his new one-handed backhand.  He’s driving the big slice backhand deep and 
sometimes short with great angles.  He’s in such great shape that he can stay on the court for a long 
time and frustrates opponents with his ability to get to lots of balls.   
 
Next off the Court was Super Senior Danny Nomura who’s headed to Villanova in the fall.  He totally 
dominated his opponent with his deep groundstrokes and great serving.  He gets on the offensive better 
this year with his bigger serve.  He won his match 6-3, 6-0.  SPARTANS 2, HERITAGE 0. 
 
On court #2 Super Sophomore Jeff Kubota was playing Heritage’s coaches son, Tanner Thompson.  Jeff 
never let down and kept getting to every ball that Tanner could hit.  Jeff’s had some back problems but 
didn’t show any symptoms cruising to a 6-4, 6-3 victory. SPARTANS 3, HERITAGE 0. 
 
Over on Court #3 Matt Trinkus was struggling against a very unorthodox player with very unusual 
groundstrokes.  Matt came up on the short end of the match 6-4, 6-4.  SPARTANS 3, HERITAGE 1. 
 
Over on Court #8 was our undefeated doubles team of Ravin Wijesuriya and Ryan Sheffield.  They had 
won 4 straight matches together.  They had a tight first set winning in a tiebreaker 7-6.  They got their 
magic back in the second set with some great serves and return of serve winning the second set 6-
1.  SPARTANS 4, HERITAGE 1.  Now the Spartans only needed one more match to clinch the victory. 
 
That victory happened very quickly when Kyle Haley and Jordon Rivera clinched the match with a 6-4, 6-
3 victory.  This was the first time that they had played together but it didn’t look that way.  They both 
served well and hit some great volleys.   
 
On Court #4 Griff Ivanov had come back from losing the first set 6-3 to win the second set 6-4.  Since the 
match was clinched they played a 10 point tie-breaker and Griff came out on the short end 10-5.   
 
Will Wright and Rick Trapp playing #1 doubles won the first set 6-3, lost the second set 6-4, and ended 
up winning the 10 point tie breaker 10-5. 
 
Now everyone’s attention turned to Court #6 and Senior Chris Behring was playing in his first singles 
match of the season.  Chris lost the first set 7-5, won the second set 7-5, and played a lengthy tiebreaker 
winning the final match 11-9.  Chris came through in the clutch in the tight tie breaker.  SPARTANS 7, 
HERITAGE 2. 
 
Now the Spartans have won 5 matches in a row but don’t have time to rest on their laurels.  They have 
another match the next day against Granada.  Get home, get some food, study, and get to bed.   
 



Thursday had some more great weather and a 4:00 match with Granada at St. Mary’s College.  Danny 
Nomura needed a rest so Jeff Kubota played #1 singles.  Jeff was playing a tough, quick freshman.  Jeff 
had been struggling with his back and this was his 5th match in 8 days.  Jeff lost the first set and had to 
retire in the second set. 
 
Matt Trinkus played #2 singles, Griff Ivanov played #3 singles, Luke Happel played #4 singles, Will Wright 
played #5 singles, and Kyle Haley played #6 singles.  All of them cruised to two set victories assuring the 
Spartans of 6 straight wins in 8 days.   
 
After winning 5 straight matches Ravin Wejesuriya and Ryan Sheffield played #1 doubles and prevailed 
easily.  See the picture below, Double Trouble.  Ryan Rivera played #2 doubles with Rick Trapp and 
Jordan Rivera played #3 doubles with Nicolai Kindy-Baillot.  All 3 doubles teams came out on top to 
complete an 8-1 victory over Granada.  Over to pizza in Moraga and then 3 days of rest.  The boys 
deserve it.   
 

 
 


