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Faith Is Not Blindness But Sight

A De La Salle graduate 

is a Man of Faith, 

who prays and 

integrates Gospel 

values, serves others, 

especially the poor 

and the marginalized, 

and appreciates our 

Catholic, Lasallian 

tradition.

Message from the President

Mark DeMarco ’78
President

The short way to say what this school
is all about is three words. Faith.
Integrity. Scholarship.

This Spring 2012 issue of the
Union focuses on Faith, as the prior
two issues focused respectively on
Integrity (Winter 2012) and
Scholarship (Fall 2011). If by chance
you have mislaid your copy of any
prior issues, you can find them posted
in digital form on our website, to be
savored again when you have the time.

We return to these touchstones of
Faith, Integrity, and Scholarship again
and again in order to learn more
deeply what they mean, and to exam-
ine how we are succeeding in develop-
ing them in our students. They are our
watchwords.

Faith is foundational, and there is
a simple reason for that.  People speak
of “blind faith,” but the fact is that
without faith we would be blind.  The
faith in God that we have learned from
the Church, and the faith in our own
vocation as educators that we have
learned from Saint John Baptist de La
Salle, and the faith in our students’
potential that we have learned from
experience, are not forms of blindness,
but forms of sight.  They give us true
insight into the nature of things, into
our own nature, and into the needs of
the people we serve.

This Lasallian education that we
practice has a long track record now --
more than 330 years of existence as a
mission to the young. And De La Salle
High School has been a part of that
mission for nearly 50 of those years.
The Diocese of Oakland celebrates its

50th anniversary in 2012, and our
archives tell us that the very first plan-
ning meeting to create this high school
took place shortly after the diocese
was founded. The early planning for
the 2015 celebration of our 50th
anniversary of opening is germinating
now, because among the “faiths” that
we hold dear is the faith that De La
Salle will be here, through its first half-
century, and through its first century
and beyond, bringing Catholic,
Lasallian education to this community.

John Baptist de La Salle more than
once quoted to his followers, the early
Christian Brothers,  the Letter of James
on the truth that faith is not abstract
and inert but a dynamic stimulus to
fruitful action: “As a body without a
spirit is dead, so is faith without
deeds,” he reminded the first Lasallian
teachers.

We are grateful for the faith which
has been God’s gift to us, and which
we can carry out in deeds that benefit
our students and, we hope, this entire
community. And we are grateful, as
always, for the faith that you readers –
our parents, alumni, and friends –
have in us. 

You entrust us with the mission of
developing young men of faith, 
integrity, and scholarship, and we will
always strive to fulfill that mission.

In the spirit of Saint John Baptist 
de La Salle.

Mark DeMarco ’78
President
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The De La Salle “Union” is a bond 
of unity for the extended De La Salle 
family — alumni, parents, alumni 
parents and the many friends who
make up our school’s growing family.

The School Seal

The school seal is an important part 

of the identity of De La Salle High

School. The symbols used to make up

the seal have particular meanings that

reflect the values and purpose of the

school. In the center of the seal is the

Chi Rho (Kye Row). This is the Greek

abbreviation of the title “Christ.” The

first two letters of the word Christos or

“Christ” are “Chi” and “Rho,” repre-

sented in the Greek alphabet as a 

capital “X” and “P.” The fleur-de-lis,

with “lis” meaning lily in French,

reminds us of our French origins with

Saint John Baptist de La Salle. The

lamp is a symbol of knowledge, remind-

ing us of our primary purpose as a

school — education. The section of

broken chain represents freedom —

freedom from ignorance. The chain 

surrounding the seal signifies strength

and unity. “Les Hommes de Foi” is

French for “Men of Faith.”
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Bishop Cummins program, see pages 13 and 22.
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De La Salle High School is a Roman Catholic educational
community where students are loved, instructed,
and guided according to the traditions of the Brothers
of the Christian Schools and the charism of Saint John
Baptist de La Salle. It provides a Catholic, Lasallian
education rooted in a liberal arts tradition which
prepares young people for life and college. It seeks to
educate students spiritually, academically, physically,
and socially through the promotion of a vital faith
life, sponsorship of strong academic programs, a wide
range of student activities, and the witness of a concerned
and dedicated faculty, administration and staff.  This
school recognizes and promotes the dignity of each
student by providing an environment that is moral, caring
and joyful. Within this setting, the school seeks to
challenge its students to serve others, especially the poor,
and to deepen a sense of responsibility for
humanity's future. 

-from the Mission Statement of De La Salle High School

campus news
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Iwrite these words on Palm Sunday, the beginning of
“Holy Week.” So, I guess we are supposed to all be
about holiness. Right? Surely that is the case, but I am

going to push a bit on renaming these holy days, and I’ve
decided (unofficially) to call this time that draws us to
the end of Lent and brings us to Easter “Freedom Week.” 

Yes, because freedom is really the whole point of
becoming holy. This is what Jesus teaches us during these
culminating days of His life on earth. Jesus, as He
approaches His agony and death, shows us the way of
detachment, the path of “letting go,” the power of the
decision to surrender. To what does Jesus surrender? It’s
not a “what” at all; the surrender of Jesus is to God, the
one He experienced totally as “Abba,” His Father (or
better translated, His “daddy.”) We are asked during
“Freedom Week” to take on the mind of Christ and
surrender as well. We are asked to surrender to love, to
detach from all that is not love, to trust, and, thus, to
truly live. Jesus shows us how to live from and for God,
and this is His essential stand. He does not “give in” to
the forces that want to kill Him. No, he “lets go” of any
desire to do life on His terms and surrenders to God, His
Father, and His deepest self, so that life on new terms can
be His to share with all of us. This is the only defining
attachment that the great spiritual writers recommend.

The great spiritual writer, Edward L. Beck, says:
“Detachment requires a non-grasping stance toward life --

- to be able to behold and revere without having to possess.

But how hard is that. In our insecurity and neediness, we

think attachment secures our happiness. We want what is

ours, and we want it totally and completely. As children we

are loath to share, because if we do, we think that

somehow we have less, which, of course, we do ---

physically. But paradoxically, sharing produces its own

abundance in magnanimity of spirit that trumps anything

our hands can hold. In the end, we have more. “If we can

hold on to this insight, then I think we are well on the way

to living within the mystery of Easter. 

As Jesus surrenders, lets go, trusts His Abba, even
within the struggle that has Him sweating blood in the
garden, so must we also. Jesus shows the way. He doesn’t
find His life by holding on to it; He finds it by giving it
away. When He gives it away completely on Good
Friday, He finds it in a new, unprecedented, and all-
defining way. And He is totally free. 

When Jesus gives His life away, He finds it. When He
gives it away totally in death, He finds it completely. And
that leads to the one inescapable reality that is the reason
for our Easter joy: He cannot stay dead. The Father
raises Him. This becomes our hope for the future. This is
the assurance we long for that we are a cherished people
who are given the promise that what has happened for
Jesus will also happen for us. Indeed, we are cherished
and, thus, given the promise of salvation.

The path to freedom we propose to our boys at De
La Salle is that life can and should be lived with all this
in mind. Life counts, we say, because it is here, in this life
we share, that we learn how to give our life away so that
we may find it. Surrendering to the demands of truth and
faith, to the call of justice and service, and to the
sacrifices necessary to really love, opens us to the fullness
of freedom. And that is where we find God.

Brother Robert J. Wickman, F.S.C.

Why “Holy Week” Is “Freedom Week”
At Easter 2012, the Principal reflects on the freedom that is found in faith.
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“I Want Students to                 
Crave Science,
to Crave It Like an 
In-N-Out Cheeseburger.”
Scientist, mother, and teacher Viki
Acquistapace explains her passion for
education – and shares some of the music
from her own “internal disco party.”

Victoria “Viki” Acquistapace has taught science
for nearly a quarter of a century, and the latter
half of that span has been at De La Salle High

School. In March 2012 she was honored by the Contra
Costa Commission for Women as a “Woman Innovating
in Science or Technology.”

It’s not the first time that her excellence as a mentor
has been recognized. She has an Amgen Award for
Science Teaching Excellence and a Jefferson Award for
Outstanding Community Service. Her De La Salle sopho-
mores have developed an annual tradition at the Intel-
Affiliated Contra Costa County Science & Engineering
Fair (CCCSEF) of presenting significant projects and win-
ning major prizes. For the past decade she has helped to
organize the school’s annual Cereal Drive for St. David’s
Food Pantry in Richmond, and she has inspired students
and staff to volunteer many hours of labor to improve
the local environment.

April Treece, Director of the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math) Workforce Initiative
of the Contra Costa Economic Partnership, has run the
CCCSEF since its inception in 2006. She says, “Viki has
shown her commitment to science, and the young men
she teaches ‘catch the passion’ that she feels. Viki has
placed her boys ahead of herself, working the long hours
needed to ensure that each of them has every opportunity
to have his science project shine at the competition.”

When Viki Acquistapace was honored at a March 22
banquet in Concord, along with women in other fields of
endeavor, she gave a talk to the audience that left them
laughing-weeping in the aisles. If you catch it on
YouTube, you can hear it punctuated by the chorus of the

great pop hit “Crazy” by Gnarls Barkley. But let’s let Viki
speak and cue the music for herself:

I am a high school science teacher. I put sharp instru-

ments into the hands of teenagers…. So right about now, you

probably have this thought in your mind:

[music plays:]

‘I think you're crazy, I think you're crazy’
Even a couple of students wrote on my teacher evaluation:

“The teacher is crazy.” My response to that is, “Duh.” 

Now, I have taught the good, the bad, and the ugly… And

I love them all.  Let’s face it: We all have an inner scientist.

We all have questions. And we want to touch things. And 

tinker. And look closer, and closer, and closer. It’s my job to

draw out the inner scientist in each and every one of my 

students-- and then to treat that scientist right. Yes, even the

Arthur Fonzarellis, and the Charlie Browns, and the Napoleon

Dynamites of the world. I am really 90 years old. But I look

so young because I am around young people all day.

[music plays:]

‘I think you're crazy, I think you're crazy’
And I laugh every day. Here is an actual note that a student

gave me. It’s written by his mother. It’s regarding a home-

work assignment in which students bake bread at home to

learn about fermentation: “Dear Mrs. Acquistapace:  I am

writing this note because my son spent most of the evening

making a loaf of bread. I went to put the kids to bed, and the

dog ate it on the counter. Please call me if you have 

any questions.”
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Now I’d like to discuss just a thin slice of my job. And

that’s the part that is always aware that a future Jonas Salk is

sitting in my classroom… If you think that teenagers as a

group are sketchy or marginal, you would be wrong. We

could walk into any high school in Contra Costa County and

find brilliance. And I am just a recruiter, trying with all my

might to offer a gateway experience – an intriguing 

experience, that is part classical-Leonardo-da-Vinci-dissec-

tion-inquiry-artistry-style intrigue, and part cutting-edge-

biotech-DNA-genetic-engineering-style-intrigue.  Because I

want students to crave science, to crave it like an In-N-Out

cheeseburger – at 15 years old, and 23, and 40, and 81.

Because America needs them to!

And it can work. This is an actual e-mail that I got from

a parent: “Mrs. A:   I thought you might find this interesting.

Tonight I was working late on the computer and I could hear

my son talking in his sleep.  Guess what he was saying in a

loud voice?  ‘I love biology. I love biology.’ And back to sleep

he went.  Thanks for making the class so interesting.”

When I first found out about this award from the

Commission for Women, I felt awkward because 

currently I only teach boys.

[music plays:]

‘I think you're crazy, I think you're crazy’
But then I reflected on our motto as teachers at De

La Salle High School, which is to develop Men of
Scholarship, Men of Integrity, and Men of Faith.  Not to
mention Men Who Can Bake Bread. And I thought:
These types of men can only help women.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank my parents.
To my dad, a union carpenter for more than thirty years,
a man who built a lot of Contra Costa County, I say:
“Dad -- I feel as if I have built something, too. I don’t
understand it, and it’s not visible. But I am so proud to
be a teacher.”  And I dedicate this award to my mother,
the most talented and compassionate person I know. She
is a hero; she is a super-hero. As an intensive care nurse,
my mother has literally saved people’s lives. One of my
favorite stories about my mother, as I remember it, is that

when we were young, she was driving alone in her car and

saw a man being mugged. So she off-roaded the car and

drove after the muggers. That’s my mother.

Although it is true that I am around men all day most

days, I belong to a special Women’s Club. And there are

probably other members of the Club in the banquet room

tonight. I joined the Club when I heard four words spoken as

I was lying on an examination table. A doctor told me

sharply, “You have breast cancer.” 

Now, as a member of the Club, I have had parts of what

make me a woman taken away. Reproductive organs have

been cut. I have lost my hair. And my doctors make sure that,

as I stand here tonight, I don’t have one drop of estrogen in

my body….  But what I have learned is this: By losing some

of the things that make me a woman, I have become more of

a woman.   

I thank God for my life. I have a deep happiness inside

of me, my own internal disco party going on 24-7. And that’s

because I have mixed the cake, baked the cake, and eaten the

cake of life. And now -- every hour, every day, is frosting.

This evening is pure frosting.

On game day I often ask my students who are athletes,

“What is your goal in the game today? What are you going to

try to achieve?” Often I hear:  “Mrs. Acquistapace – I am

going to leave it all on the court.”  “Mrs. Acquistapace -- I

am going to give it all that I have.” “Mrs. Acquistapace -- I

am going to leave it all out there on the field.”

To the Contra Costa Commission for Women, I promise

to do the same. Thank you

Viki Acquistapace is a wife and the mother of two
daughters. She has a bachelor’s degree from UC Davis
and a master’s degree from UCLA and is credentialed to
teach both Life Science and Physical Science. She has pre-
sented at the National Science Teachers Association
Convention and has published in the journal The Science

Teacher. And if she indeed has her own internal disco
party going on 24-7, she is generous about sharing the
music with everyone around her.
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When I was a young boy I had a dream. To be
the starting quarterback at the University of
Notre Dame. 

At Our Lady of Peace grammar school in New
Jersey, I looked forward to recess each day. Our asphalt
playground was split in two, one side for boys and one
side for girls, and we boys made sure to play touch foot-
ball in the middle of the playground because we wanted
the girls to watch us. One day I walked over to Sister
Loyola, the eighth-grade girls’ teacher, and told her,
“Keep following Notre Dame football, Sister, because
one day I will be the starting quarterback there.”

I went on to high school just across from that 
playground, at New
Providence High School, and
in my sophomore year I went
to the football coach and said:
“I want you to give me every
drill you can to get me to Notre Dame. I want to be the
starting quarterback at Notre Dame.” He laughed and
said, “Notre Dame? You’re not even going to play here,
you’re too slow and too small and there’s an All-
American quarterback ahead of you.” I said, “Don’t

worry about all that, just help me get to Notre Dame.”
Every day after our regular football practice ended,

Coach Carpenter would teach me the footwork to run
Notre Dame’s offense. I was an eager student, because I
had a DREAM. I gradually got bigger and stronger, and
in my junior year I emerged as the starting quarterback.
I had an outstanding season and began to get attention
from colleges. I was named a preseason Kickoff All-
American, and the letters started to pour in, including
one from my favorite school, Notre Dame.

The first game of my senior year we took the 
opening kickoff. Three plays later I threw a touchdown
pass for our first score of the season. On our second

series, rolling out on an option
play, I lowered my shoulder
and crashed into a defensive
back. After the collision, I felt
something strange in my 

shoulder. I had snapped my collarbone in two.  On the
way to the hospital, my father and older brother Jerry
were trying to console me, but I knew my dream of
starting at Notre Dame was over. My dad finally 
convinced me that I would just have to concentrate on

Lofty Dreams and Buried Blessings

When your shoulder is shattered, and with it your dreams, what
can you build from the pieces? Coach Frank Allocco shares his
story of faith disappointed – and new faith discovered.

“After the collision, I felt some-
thing strange in my shoulder. I had
snapped my collarbone in two.” 



having an outstanding season in basketball. I finally
stopped crying and accepted the situation, but on the
way home I turned on the radio and there was a broad-
cast of a Notre Dame football game on. The fight song
was playing, and I began crying all over again….

That night my football coach stopped by my house
to visit with me. He told me that my dream wasn’t over,
that I had to have faith that God would guide me
toward the fulfillment of my goals. I had always had
tremendous faith in God,
and this reassurance
brightened my spirits, and
I began to pray and to
heal inside, finding solace
in some lines of poetry quoted by Sister John Bertrams,
a dear family friend: “Each sorrow is a shadow sweet /

That tells how near Christ’s nailed feet / Are walking by thy

side / Then let thy soul confide!”

I did not return to the football field that year, but I
had a great basketball season and was offered many
scholarships. Most football programs wrote me letters
saying they wouldn’t commit a scholarship to a player
who didn’t play in his last year of high school. However,
one day in January I heard from a Notre Dame football
coach who was going to visit and watch me play 
basketball. After the game he asked my coach for films

of our preseason football scrimmages. A couple of
months later, I made my official visit to Notre Dame
and I was offered a football scholarship.

When I arrived at Notre Dame for my first football
meeting, I looked at the posted depth chart and saw
myself listed at quarterback – but as ninth-string! Not
having played my senior year, I was at the bottom of the
chart. I decided that rather than complain, I would do
everything I could to climb that ladder. I believed that if

I worked hard, God would
take care of me….

I gradually worked my
way up to second-string,
and was a three-year varsi-

ty letterman. I played in two Orange Bowls and one
Sugar Bowl and was on the 1973 national championship
team. I still believed that my opportunity to start at
quarterback, the fulfillment of my dream, would come,
and in the middle of my senior season, our legendary
coach Ara Parseghian asked me if I would like to apply
to the NCAA for an extra year of eligibility. He said
that we would have no experienced quarterbacks return-
ing, and that the starting quarterback job would be
mine. I jumped at the chance, and was ultimately grant-
ed an extra year.

My dream was about to come true.

campus news

“I would leave those practices so excited
that I would just honk my horn as I drove

home, the noise proclaiming my happiness.” 
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I can remember our winter workouts, how I would
leave those practices so excited that I would just honk
my horn as I drove home, the noise proclaiming my 
happiness.  I decided to attend Mass every day to thank
God for rewarding my faith with this opportunity. One
day, near the end of Communion, an old man walked
into the church and sat down in front of me. It was a
freezing day, in fact a blizzard, and he was rubbing his
hands to warm them up, and I could see tears frozen on
his face. After Mass I talked with him a bit. His name
was Harry Davis, he was 85 years old, and he told me
that he rode his bike to Mass every day and that today,
because of the blizzard, he had had a difficult time get-
ting there. I asked him if
he would like me to pick
him up every day in my
car and take him to Mass.
He readily agreed.

As I drove him home, I asked him what he usually
did after Mass. He told me that he would ride his bike
to the cemetery to visit his wife’s grave, a trip that
would take about 15 minutes by car, but which took
him several hours of pedaling. He did this EVERY day
no matter the weather, with trucks speeding by, 
splashing water on him, sometimes running his bike off
the road. I said that I could drive him to the cemetery if
he wanted, because my first class of the day was a late
one. 

He agreed, and a new friendship was born. As I
drove him to the cemetery he would tell me stories of
the past. Although I never told him that I was slotted to

be the starting quarterback at Notre Dame, he told me
about how he had helped to build Knute Rockne’s
house, and he talked about the legendary football 
players of Notre Dame. When we arrived at the 
cemetery, I would watch his ritual, how he would walk
to his wife’s grave, brush off the snow, and kneel 
reverently. When he returned to the car, he would tell
me that in the spring we would make a wooden cross
and put artificial flowers around her grave….

A few weeks later, spring practice began, and I
stepped in as the No. 1 quarterback. In our first 
scrimmage I threw a touchdown pass to Ken MacAfee,
my favorite receiver, who would go on to play for the

49ers. Everything was 
perfect. I was going to
have that senior year that
I was denied in high
school.

Toward the end of the spring, I was rolling out to
pass and a linebacker dove at my feet and tripped me
up. As I put my right arm to the ground to regain my
balance, a defensive end dove on top of me and we
crashed to the ground. My right shoulder absorbed the
full impact of our combined weight. The shoulder was
burning, and I knew I had a serious injury. The trainer
came over and all I could say was, “All of the time I put
in, all the years, all the work -- for this?” I was so close
to my dream that I could taste it.

We went into the training room and I was diagnosed
with a shoulder separation that would need immediate
surgery. As I went to the hospital, and then lay in the

“All of the time I put in, all the years, all
the work -- for this?” I was so close to

my dream that I could taste it.” 
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hospital bed, I was
trying to figure out
why this always
happened to me,
and why I could
never get a break.
I was angry, and I
couldn’t 
understand why
God was not there
for me. 

That evening
Notre Dame’s new
head coach, Dan
Devine, came to
visit, and I asked
him if I should just give up my dream and go ahead and
graduate. He told me that I was his only experienced
quarterback, and that if I was well, I would start. I
decided to stay at Notre Dame and to begin the difficult
task of coming back.  That summer I worked out every
day like a man possessed. I lifted weights. I did 
range-of-motion exercises in the pool. I ran everywhere,
and my day was dedicated to getting my shoulder 
rehabilitated. The culmination of my intense daily work-
out was running the stadium steps. I ran up 60 rows and
down 60 rows for each of the 36 gates of the stadium. 

One day, when I had finished 31 gates, I was hot,
and exhausted, and as I approached the 32nd I began to
slow down. For the first time, I was going to let the last
few go. As I looked at the entrance to the stadium below
the goal posts, I saw an older couple there with a young
man who looked about 18. They were looking around
the famous arena. Obviously, mom and dad were 
dropping off their son for his first semester at Notre
Dame. I was wearing my practice jersey, with my 
number and name on the back, and as I glanced at
them, I thought, “They know I’m the starting 
quarterback at Notre Dame…” When I said those
words, I had a burst of adrenaline and I sprinted those
last few gates. Then I ran over to the people and 
introduced myself and welcomed the young man to
Notre Dame.

Toward the end of the summer, my rehabilitation
was going great. I was throwing the football well and
was in the best shape of my life. Then, on a follow-up
visit to my doctor, I was told that the mersilene tape
inside my body that was holding my collarbone in place
was creating a small divot in the bone. He explained
that this weakness could cause my collarbone to snap
again, and that I should have another operation to take

the tape out. It
was a minor sur-
gery, but this sec-
ond operation set
my rehab back
about four weeks,
and I was never
quite able to
regain that time. 

Our season
opened with a
nationally 
televised game at
Boston College. I
was on the 
traveling squad

but I was not going to play in this game. I remember
standing on the sidelines and crying as the national
anthem was played. This was my game to start, but here
I was, unable to play. I took solace in the fact that
Coach Devine told me I would get an opportunity to be
re-evaluated later in the season. However, that opportu-
nity never came and for the first time in my life, my
faith was not rewarded.

Throughout that final season, I constantly wondered
why God would do this to me, a loyal follower. I asked
why there were players there who drank, who smoked,
who didn’t train, who didn’t follow their faith, but yet
their dreams were fulfilled. My faith was weakened, I
felt like God had cheated me. I had done everything He
asked and I still didn’t get what I wanted….  It was a
miserable senior season.

Toward the end of the season, a letter arrived from
my best friend’s mother. In the letter she told me that
she was sorry that I never got a break. She reminded me
of how in my senior year in high school we had had 19
starters coming back and had been projected as one of
the top teams in the state, and then, with one hit, our
dream season had ended. She wrote about my patience
in college, working and waiting for a final opportunity,
and then losing that on one fateful tackle. She concluded
by saying it just wasn’t fair that I had never gotten that
break to fulfill my lofty dreams. 

I thought about her letter and her words and about
my journey to achieve my dream. I thought for days
about it, and wrestled with my feelings, and then I took
a piece of paper and a pen and I began to write back
to her.

I wrote that although my career had been a difficult
one, filled with adversity and disappointment, I really
didn’t have many bad breaks.  I told her that I realized



now that at each step of my journey, when God had planted an
obstacle for me, there had always been a lesson in it.  

I said that through my daily attendance at Mass, I met Harry
Davis, the old man who rode his bike in the sleet of an Indiana 
winter just to spend a few moments at his beloved wife’s grave. He
was sent into my life to teach me what real love was. 

I told her that I had learned that I wanted to be the starting
quarterback at Notre Dame for all the wrong reasons. I wanted the
fame, and the NFL career. I wanted to please and impress others….
But God had wanted me to learn that real satisfaction comes from
within, not from the adulation of others.

I wrote about my experience running the stadium steps -- how I
couldn’t run one more step, but then when I saw that couple and

their son, I could have run for days. I told her that through my dis-
appointments God was showing me that the beauty of sport is not
in the glory of success and the fulfillment of dreams. It is in the
journey. It is in the man who runs the stadium steps when the 
stadium is standing empty, not necessarily in the man who is lucky
enough to run there when the stadium is full…. 

Years later, I appreciate that all of the heartbreak and all of my
questions about my faith led me to a better path. I see that when a
lofty dream falls to the ground and shatters, it marks a spot where a
buried blessing can be found. God’s plan for me, as I know now,
was to learn a new perspective on athletics and life so that I could
teach others, who have their own dreams, where the right path is,
and that fulfillment can come in many unexpected ways. As a young
man, I thought I had a clear vision of what my life should be, but
God had a better plan. I just had to let go and trust that He knew
the way….

Spartans' Head Basketball Coach
Is Catholic Coach
of the Year

Sports Faith International inducted Frank
Allocco into its Hall of Fame as 2012 Coach of
the Year.  This national award is presented
each year to an outstanding coach who is a
role model for Catholic students. Allocco was
introduced at the induction in Chicago in
February by his colleague Bob Ladouceur, De
La Salle’s head football coach and a 2010
Sports Faith Hall of Fame inductee.
“It is an honor to be inducted into the

Sports Faith International Hall of Fame,” said
Frank. “I appreciate the recognition by a group
that is passionate about our Catholic faith. I
believe that in any great teaching, parenting,
or coaching endeavor, it is never about the
mentor, it is always about the students, and
I’m grateful for the thousands of young people
that I have coached. They have enriched my
life and continue to be my greatest teachers."
Bob Ladouceur said, “Frank is the very

best coach I have seen at getting the most
out of his players’ potential. But this is
secondary to what makes Frank so deserving
of this award. Frank is a very devout Catholic
who sees his coaching career as a vocation,
and he uses basketball as a vehicle to teach
kids to see the bigger picture. That is, he
teaches these students to be servants to their
fellow man. From his court drills to his chapel
services, he instills in his players all the
intangibles that go into being an authentic
teammate. These intangibles serve his
students well beyond their high school days.”
Allocco offered this reminder to the

audience:  “To the teachers and coaches
assembled here, we have been called to the
highest calling, to mold and mentor young
boys and girls who respectfully call us 
coach. This is not a job, it is a ministry, it is a
precious candle which we hold for a moment,
and we must all commit to make it burn as
brightly as we can as we pass it on to future
generations.”

Frank Allocco (center), Bob Ladouceur (right), with
Patrick McCaskey of Sports Faith.

This article is based on an address given by Frank Allocco at 
De La Salle’s Lenten Prayer Service on April 19, 2011. As a
high school athlete, Frank won all-state honors in football,
basketball, and baseball, and was scholar-athlete of the year
for the class of 1971. Some of his poetry and prose is posted
on his website, www.frankallocco.com. He has been head

basketball coach of the Spartans since 1997.
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They Lift You Up in God’s Presence

Ihave done some praying in my time. I have prayed at
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, among the tourists
and amid the blazing racks of votive candles. I have

prayed in the middle of the night with the Trappist
monks at the Abbey of New Clairvaux in Vina, in their
redwood chapel beneath the towering walnut trees. I
have prayed in an upper room in Jerusalem, sitting on a
cushion, among pilgrims whose prayer burst forth into
song, or tongues, or some unearthly music such as I had
never heard. I’ve prayed in St. Peter’s Basilica, with Latin
chant floating around me, among thousands of wor-
shipers watching the pope at Mass beneath Bernini’s bal-
dacchino. I’ve prayed with my fellow parishioners in our
little parish church with the stucco walls, and I’ve prayed
with the students and staff of this school, in the inventive
and heartfelt liturgies with which our Campus Ministry
people enrich our common life.

But I cannot recall a more powerful place of prayer
than the one I was invited into recently, more than once:
It is a dining room with a large table. In the center of the
table are a vase of flowers, a lighted candle, and dozens
of photographs of children and family and friends,
strewn casually there. The eyes in the photos seem to

gaze up trustingly at the women who take their seats
around the table. After some friendly chatter, the women
get down to business.

This is the DLS Moms in Prayer group. You may
have seen the little ad that is in each issue of our monthly
newsletter, the Spartan Spotlight:

Moms In Prayer was started in California in 1985 by
a woman whose children were entering high school and
who wanted to pray with other moms for their children’s
welfare during this period of growth and development.
First called Moms In Touch, it changed its name this year
to Moms In Prayer. The website is
www.momsintouch.org. Moms In Prayer (MIP) is in 130
countries and every U.S. state, and says that 11,000

By J. A. Gray

Sometimes a reporter will go on a ride-along with a police squad, or a fly-along
with a helicopter rescue team. Our editor went on a pray-along with the 
Mothers’ Prayer Group, and has returned to recount the adventure.

“Pour out your hearts like water in the presence of the Lord. Lift up your hands 
toward Him for the lives of your children.” (Lamentations 2:19).

Calling DLS Moms to Pray: If you are not praying for your

son, who is? See what God can do for your children and

their school when you are faithful to pray on a regular basis.

Come and pray with the DLS Moms in Prayer group. We

meet every Wednesday and Saturday from 9:30 to 10:30

a.m. to pray scripturally for our sons, DLS, our teachers and

administrators. For more information, please call Kathy

Dasso at (925) 938-1468.   “Where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”
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schools (both private and public) are being prayed for in
this country alone. “Our vision is that every school in the
world would be covered in prayer.”

The De La Salle group, open to mothers of current
students and alumni alike, is affiliated with MIP, uses
some MIP resources, and conducts its sessions on the
MIP pattern: “The prayer ministry has one goal – to
gather women together to pray scripturally and 
specifically for children and schools. Women meet 
regularly, spending an hour praying through the Four
Steps of Prayer: praising God for who He is, silently 
confessing any sins, thanking God for what He has done,
and interceding on behalf of 
children, teachers, and school staff.”

To sit with these formidable
women for an hour or two is to be
reminded that a mother’s love is one
of the most powerful forces in
nature. When Yahweh, through the
prophet Isaiah, seeks to impress
upon the Israelites that He cannot
possibly forget them, it is a mother’s
tenacious devotion to which He com-
pares His own: “Can a mother forget
the baby at her breast and have no
compassion on the child she has
borne? Though she may forget, I will
not forget” (Isaiah 49:15).

This is my report on the moms’
prayer group, and the first thing to report is that their
watchword is confidentiality: “Remember: What’s Prayed
Here Stays Here.” This is on the printed material and is
spoken aloud as well, to remind participants that nothing
leaves the room, and that all the concerns uttered in
prayer go to God – and to no one else. That being said, I
can tell you that the students, alumni, faculty, staff,
coaches, supporters, and friends of De La Salle are all
prayed for fervently. As the moms cycle through a year of
prayer, every name connected with DLS is read aloud,
and God is asked to bless, protect, and guide each one of

us. As an employee who is on campus every day, my 
routine impression is that I am among several hundred
big, strong, growing boys who are getting closer to 
manhood by leaps and bounds. But to sit with the 
mothers of our students, while they pray for all these

boys, is to be reminded that our mothers know us deeply
-- our strength and our fragility, our ambitions and our
fears -- and they love every bone in our bodies, in a way
that no one else – short of God, perhaps – can ever do.

During a normal day at De La
Salle High School we often repeat the
invocation spoken by the Founder of
the Christian Brothers three hundred
years ago: “Let us remember that we
are in the holy presence of God.” We
don’t say it casually, and it always
brings a moment of grace. 

But to be privileged to sit for an
hour or more, with fifteen or twenty
women who have families and jobs
and responsibilities and full 
calendars, as they take an hour
together, on a weekday or weekend
morning, to place their lives entirely
in God’s presence, to thank Him for
His infinite goodness, and to ask His

blessings on every one of us – well, it’s a spiritual 
adventure unlike any I have had before.

Yes, I rode along with the intrepid women of the
DLS prayer squad. What is prayed there stays there. But
I think I can report, without violating confidentiality,
that they offered prayers of thanks for me – and for you,
and you, and you, and you – and they called us “gifts
from God.” It was a thrilling affirmation, and a needed
reminder that this is exactly what we are.

J. A. Gray is the director of communications for 

De La Salle High School.
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“Inspire our children to develop and nurture
the gifts and talents you have given them.”

“What’s Prayed Here, Stays Here”
is the watchword of Moms In Prayer.

Kathy Dasso (right) is the coordinator of the 
De La Salle Moms In Prayer. 
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De La Salle student Diego Ramos is many things.
He’s a working artist. The graphic on his
sweatshirt is Diego’s creation, and he does pen-

and-ink drawings that are surreally intricate and deft. He’s
a college-bound senior (he has a couple of admission
choices that he is now pondering). He’s a fundraiser for
the school: One photo here shows him with fellow
Spartans helping to host the Spring Fête Auction at the
Blackhawk Auto Museum. He’s a proud participant in
two years of Kairos Retreats (see the Kairos medal around
his neck). He’s a volunteer at the Monument Crisis Center
(the photo shows him and classmate Reid Wilhelm
working in the food pantry). He is a fourth-year member
of the Bishop John S. Cummins Scholarship program,
which provides assistance to low-income boys who badly
want a De La Salle education. He is all that and more, but
he is also – sorry, Diego, but no matter how big you get
you will always be this – the little kid from the mean
streets of the Monument Corridor who started hanging
around the Monument Crisis Center (MCC) when Sandra
Scherer opened it in 2003. In many ways, Diego grew up
at MCC, as if it were a second home and Sandra a second
mom. (Diego’s mother loves Sandra, too, and she named
Diego’s baby sister Sandra after her.)

Sandra Scherer is a De La Salle mother (Daniel Scherer
’06) and the founding executive director of the community
resource on Monument Boulevard that started as an
emergency food pantry but has grown to include
education programs, general assistance, referrals, and
other resources. “From the beginning,” says Sandra, “we
have benefited from the volunteer hours and generous

donations of so many De La Salle people, including
hundreds of students. There is so much need in this
community, and DLS people recognize that. We have
nearly 10,000 families registered here to receive help, and
in the past year we distributed a five-day supply of food to
64,000 people – a million meals for people at risk.”
Sandra is about as down-to-earth as they come (despite
repeatedly being named Woman of This Year and Heroine
of That Year for her tireless and effective work). Yes, she
is an Overbusy Executive Philanthropist, but when she
talks with Diego, looking at him with a steady and loving
gaze, she reminds you of a very insightful and very 
caring mom.

You’ve heard about the Bishop Cummins Scholarship
Program.  It is De La Salle’s financial aid and
comprehensive assistance program for families with very
low income. When it was time for Diego to look for a
high school, Sandra urged him to apply. “I knew about De
La Salle a little, because I had been tutored here at MCC
by some of the students and saw them when they came
here to work,” Diego recalls, “but I never thought that I
would be going there.” What is that famous phrase?
“Ideas have consequences.” The idea that Sandra planted
for Diego and his family – the idea of taking a path far
different from the one that many of his friends and
neighbors were taking, the idea of going into an
unfamiliar world where much would be required of him –
this idea did have consequences. It grew into a
commitment, a mutual commitment between Diego and
his family, and De La Salle High School, to get Diego
started on a good path through life. We say, in our

Is a picture worth a thousand words? This picture is worth six or seven anyway. It could
easily replace the entire following sentence:  Sandra loves Diego, and Diego loves
Sandra.  But who is Sandra, and who is Diego, and what is this love all about?
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Mission Statement, that students at De La Salle are
“loved, instructed, and guided.” And it’s true – though for
the student getting the love, instruction, and guidance, it’s
not always easy. “It’s been a lot of hard work, and I’ve
had a lot of people paying attention to me. At De La Salle,
they don’t just let you slip by, they don’t forget about

you,” says Diego. He is a quiet sort of person, deep and
reserved and thoughtful, not given to easy smiles. But for
the woman at Monument Crisis Center who had faith in
him that he could succeed at De La Salle, his face lights up
with something that can only be called love.

The photos give a glimpse of some of the action at Monument Crisis Center:  children doing homework
and being tutored, the food pantry being stocked, Easter baskets made for children who otherwise
would not have any -- and there is much, much more. Monument Crisis Center is at 2350 Monument
Boulevard and online at www.monumentcrisiscenter.org
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“A Walk in Someone
Else’s Shoes”

1

2

3
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5

Have you “walked a mile in my shoes”?  Rebecca
DeWeese’s sculpture-and-drawing students went
out to be of help to others, and their teacher
invited them to explore these encounters in art
and writing. The results were on display in the De
La Salle Library in the winter of 2011.

1.  KEEPING COMPANY WITH ADA (artist Christian Arana). Ada is a 92-year-old widow who lives alone.  When I went to her
house, I helped with her dog, feeding and walking it. I also made food for Ada and cleaned up a bit. I have tried to represent Ada through
her career, what she loves, and where she lives. My high-heeled business shoe has painted on it a bank and money, to symbolize her presi-
dency of a bank in the 1950’s; there is also a crab, for San Francisco, where she has lived so long; also painted on the shoe is the most
important thing in her life, her dog Bella. 

2.  NEVER GIVE UP (artist Connor Kafka). My elderly neighbor is lonely. She has had two hip surgeries and has severe arthritis, and
she is unable to continue her passion of gardening, which has deeply saddened her. As she cannot garden and cannot afford landscapers,
her bushes are overgrown, her yard is filled with weeds, and her flowers have wilted. In order to put myself in her shoes, I volunteered my
time to help with maintaining her yard. This work boot, made of clay, relates to her, representing a hard-working person who does manu-
al labor and has tiring days. Each day for her is as difficult and strenuous as that of a laborer who wears such boots daily, and I admire
her for never giving up despite many obstacles, including the recent death of her husband. Her attitude has inspired me.

3.  L’ART POUR L’ART (artist Percy Fountain). “L’art pour l’art” (art for art’s sake) not only expresses an art movement but also
expresses that art is a form of freedom and completeness. We have many hardships throughout life, and sometimes they overwhelm us, to
the point of despair. This shoe represents a woman’s struggle to ensure a good life for the children she loves. This woman showed an
undying courage – the courage to make sacrifices for her children’s happiness. The black paint shows that there are dark times that test
our courage, and the fancy accessories show that each moment in life is to be treasured and is precious regardless of the suffering we face. 

4.  MAKING A WHOLE WITHOUT DENYING DIFFERENCES  (artist Thomas Franceschi). Two halves try to make a whole with-
out denying their differences. The shoe is the toe of a sandal and the heel of a sneaker. I devised the idea after spending a day cleaning up
a Jewish temple to prepare for homeless people to sleep there.  I met a Jewish man named Nadav, and from him I learned the amazing
amount of strict rules that Jewish people must uphold, some of which are very old and sacred, and are a stark contrast to the ever-chang-
ing modern culture. It seems like a great balancing act to follow these rules and still “fit in” with modern America. The shoe represents
how ancient and modern ideas may clash but may also coexist.

5.  THE SHOE AND THE SYNAGOGUE  (artist Louis Siemons). This sculpture of clay is an overshoe or galosh, combined with a
synagogue in the front of it, which I made after working at Temple Isaiah in Lafayette as they were preparing to shelter the homeless. I
worked with a man called Dan, who practices Judaism. He has been part of the temple for a long time, and he was very happy that I was
someone who came from outside his religion, because he welcomed anyone who cares to help. We worked cleaning up the dining hall and
the children’s’ center, and in talking with Dan I learned that our English teacher Mr. Oelschlager had tutored him when he was in school.

6.  A GLIMPSE OF CLAIRE’S LIFE  (artist Aidan Guthrie). Claire is an 83-year-old woman, a highly intelligent and interesting person.
Her life story is a full one, starting in Cincinnati, where as a child she saw paddle-wheel steamboats traveling the Ohio River. She went to
college and earned a doctorate in English and theology, and then entered a convent, where she served in positions of leadership. After
decades of service to her Order she left and moved to California to start a new career, and she worked at St. Elizabeth’s High School in
Oakland. I have tried to incorporate  these elements of Claire’s life into my repurposed shoe sculpture. Helping Claire to organize her
house and yard, and talking with her, I developed a deep appreciation for her: She has a deep spirituality and an understanding of
Catholicism, and along with her vast knowledge has an ever-present joyful attitude.



Each year before Easter, De La Salle High School
faculty and staff gather off-campus for a day to
reflect, pray, and share. But this year, Wednesday

April 4 was more of a scattering than a gathering. After
a prayer and a morning meal at school, DLS employees
scattered to fifteen different sites, where they gave their
Day of Retreat a new dimension as a Day of Service.

Some picked up shovels and rakes to landscape a
community center. Others picked up guitars and violins
to play music for the residents of a senior living center.
Sorting clothes for the poor, packing food for the
hungry, helping to tutor local children, serving meals to
the homeless, repairing a public park, assisting at an
animal rescue center…. It was a day of rolled-up sleeves
and busy hands, of face-to-face encounters with
neighbors we had not known, and side-by-side work
with some of the great people who quietly do good
every day in our communities. It was a day of action,
but it led to some interesting contemplation.

Nick Murin, guidance counselor, said, “Working at
a senior independent living center gave me perspective
on my own life.  I realize more and more how important
it is for life experiences to be shared -- important for
both the storyteller and the listener. In this day and age,
every community needs vehicles for more personal
communication among its members. Slower-paced, 
face-to-face communication cannot be replaced without
losing a bit of humanity.”

Mike Otterstedt, guidance counselor, went to help
out at Christ the King grammar school: “I had a series
of dialogues with teachers and students, and came away
with a renewed respect for the job that teachers do. The
energy of the students is incredible, and the teachers
were able to stay on the crest of the wave, and were
very much in charge. It was good to see the new
methodologies and technologies being utilized, and I
very much enjoyed reading stories to the fourth-grade
class and the kindergarten class. The Principal was a
gracious host and asked some specific questions about
how to prepare her students for De La Salle.”

The Animal Rescue Foundation is a short walk from
the DLS campus, just across the canal, on Mitchell
Drive. This center, founded by baseball manager Tony
La Russa, is known by an acronym that even a doggie
can say:  ARF. 

De La Salle’s Director of Development, Karla Wiese,
used to work at ARF, and she led a group of DLSers
there. Says Karla, “ARF is literally a baseball’s throw
away from De La Salle, and De La Salle and ARF are
similar in so many ways. De La Salle is an educational
institution, and ARF educates children in how to take
care of another living creature as well as how to be safe
around animals.  De La Salle believes that the poor and
marginalized deserve the opportunity to receive a
Catholic Lasallian education – ARF believes that the
poor and marginalized deserve the opportunity to have
animal companions, and through their FoodShare and
Emergency Medical Fund, ARF helps these individuals
to get the food and medical attention needed to keep
their furry friends healthy – and for some of them, these
animals are the only companionship they have. ARF can
be called simply a ‘shelter,’ just as De La Salle can be
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Faith and Works:  A Day of Work
Begins the Year’s Great Week of Faith
It’s a principle of Lasallian education, learned from Saint John Baptist de La Salle, that
“faith” is accompanied by “zeal,” and zeal expresses itself in action.  In April 2012, as
the school prepared to break for Easter, the action got intense.

campus news



called simply a ‘school’—but
each is much more than that.
Each is really a community
center. Our job today was
landscaping, and that may
sound strange for an animal
shelter, but ARF sits on a 
10-acre plot, and they don’t
have a paid maintenance team
or landscaping crew. Our task
was to plant some new plants,
lay groundcover, and pull weeds. Not the most
glamorous of jobs – but a genuine contribution!”

The Michael Chavez Center for
Economic Opportunity in
Concord welcomed a crew of
two – Andrew Berkes, religious
studies instructor, and Jay
Juarez, director of technology –
and that very afternoon the
Center’s director went to his
blog to heap praise on the De
La Salle Team for a Day:  
“The De La Salle people

brought tremendous enthusiasm to making our ESL
classroom well organized, and beautifully decorated, but
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“What good is it, my brothers and
sisters, if you say you have faith but do
not have works? Can faith save you? If a
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, and one of you says to them, "Go
in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,"
and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? So faith
by itself, if it has no works, is dead.”
The Letter of James, 2: 14-17
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their greatest gifts were the conversations with staff. In
talking with them, we learned that Jay Juarez is the
Director of Technology, and I told Jay how our
tremendous growth has stretched our Information
Technology to its capacity. Poking around our IT setup,
he had just the equipment we had been looking for. He

also volunteered to guide IT strategy for our us. What an
amazing offer!  Jay remarked that he was glad to have
learned about us and wished he had known about us
sooner. We could say the same thing!  Thank you to De
La Salle for arranging this fantastic volunteer day and for
thinking of the Chavez Center.”

A crew of students and teachers went to the Bishop’s Ranch retreat center in Healdsburg. Roger Hassett, co-director
of campus ministry, says: “For several years now, we have spent a day at Bishop’s Ranch giving back. The gift that
their hospitality is to our Kairos Retreat program has motivated us to return the gift to them with our time and sweat
and labor, to maintain and enhance this amazing, graceful place where the Kairos Retreats happen.”

- Monument Crisis Center
- Loaves and Fishes
- Contra Costa and Solano 
Food Bank 

- Shelter, Inc.  
- St. Vincent de Paul
- Michael Chavez Center  

- St. Francis Elementary School 
- Christ the King School 
- Walnut Acres Elementary
School 

- Bishop’s Ranch Retreat and
Conference Center             

- Animal Rescue Foundation  

- East Bay Regional Parks Point           
Isabel Shoreline

- Concord Senior Center  
- Chateau on Broadway   
- Chateau of Pleasant Hill

The Day of Service 2012 took place at these sites:

campus news
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De La Salle Welcomes Father LaSalle Hallissey ’69
Original Spartan, Priest and Chaplain, and Distinguished Alumnus of the Year

More Spartans Join National Honor Society for 2012

As noted in the Winter 2011 issue of the Union,
among the boys who came to De La Salle High
School on its opening day in 1965 was Sean

Terrence Hallissey, one of about a hundred freshmen who
inaugurated the school. Beginning with the 2012-2013
academic year, he will be back part-time at his beloved
alma mater, serving as chaplain to the community. 

The boy known then as Sean is now the Dominican
priest known as Father LaSalle Sean Hallissey, O.P. He
adopted the name of the Christian Brothers’ founder when
he joined that congregation (Fratres Scholarum

Christianarum) after graduating from DLS, but he later
discerned a call to the priesthood and was ordained in
1979. 

His current pastoral assignment is at St. Dominic’s
Parish in Benicia. Father LaSalle’s order is the Ordo

Praedicatorum, or “Order of Preachers,” and he has
already preached powerfully to the De La Salle community
as the presider at the opening liturgy of the 2010-2011

school year. “Our school seal,” he said, “describes us as
Les Hommes de Foi, Men of Faith, and it is my hope, my
prayer, that the Holy Spirit will guide all of you as you
continue to grow into Men of Faith. You will learn many
things, you will forget some things, you will make
mistakes, and you will have fun. Most importantly, you
will discover ever more deeply who you are.”  Father
LaSalle is not only a devoted priest and devoted Spartan,
but also a devoted distance runner, who discovered a
running avocation about seven years (and one hundred
pounds) ago. He runs half-marathons, marathons, and
does ‘stair climb races’ up skyscrapers. 

For his vocational achievements, his devotion to De La
Salle, and his modeling of the life of faith, integrity, and
scholarship, Father LaSalle has been named Distinguished
Alumnus of the Year for 2012, and will be presented at
the “Evening of Honor” ceremony on June 3, 2012, along
with new inductees to the Athletic Hall of Fame.  [For
more on that event, see page 26.]

The National Honor Society, founded in 1921, is the
premier organization promoting and recognizing
achievement by high school students. The NHS

requires applicants to demonstrate outstanding
performance in scholarship, service, leadership, and
character. The following De La Salle students have been
accepted as new members as of April 2012. 
Juniors (class of 2013): Spencer Chahin, Michael
Curless, Michael Eniis, Owen Goetze, Kevin Gunderson,

Philip Hawkyard, Cameron Kavanaugh,
Kyle Peterson, Christopher Smith, Jared
Wood. Sophomores (class of 2014): Justin
Bongi, Grant Butler, Austin Dondanville,
Zane Dundon, Aidan Guthrie, Harrison
Lam, Adam Lewis, Robbie McAdam, Jacob Nye, Anthony
Silva, Joshua Tan, Stephen Wilm. Freshmen (class of
2015): Tom Abele, Nick Carmichael, Matthew Schumann.
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Bacchanalia is becoming an annual tradition of big fun for a small price. It brings together vendors of
food, drink, and unique goodies to offer their wares, and it raises funds to support music, theater,
science, athletics, campus ministry, and other clubs and activities. Live music and silent auctions add to
the entertainment. The 2012 event was on February 16, and featured wineries from Napa, Livermore,
and the Central Valley, including Alpha Omega Winery, Andrus Island Vineyards, Baldacci Family
Vineyards, Chappellet Winery, Damian Rae, Domaine Carneros, Mitchell Katz Winery, Padis
Vineyards, R&B Cellars, Simoncini Vineyards, Speratus Winery, Sterling Albert Winery, Topel Winery,

Troll Bridge Cellars, and Wente Family Vineyards.  Great eats were supplied by Baci Bistro and Bar, Dickey's Barbecue Pit,
Epicurean Group, Nothing Bundt Cakes, The Old Towne Danville Bakery, Pyramid Alehouse, Ruggie's Simple Elegance
Catering, Scott's Seafood Restaurant, Skipolini's Pizza, and Sweet Springs Gelato and Espresso Carts. A big Spartan “Thank
You” goes to all the merchants, volunteers, and supporters who make this a popular event. To be a part of Bacchanalia
2013, contact Director of Advancement Events Beth Garland at (925) 288-8184 or garlandb@dlshs.org.
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Bacchanalia
It’s Big Fun and Great Food for a Good Cause at a Small

Price. It happens every spring at De La Salle.
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On March 31, a few hundred friends of De La Salle High
School marched into the Blackhawk Auto Museum in Danville.
The home of the world’s most gorgeous cars was transformed
into old New Orleans, a place of “Mardi Gras Magic,” for the
annual Spring Gala.  Friends strolled down Bourbon Street,
along Royal Street, and through the French Market Place,
nibbling and sipping great food and drink, and browsing the
many tables of silent auction items. The elegant dinner was
superb, and the crowd was moved by a video on De La Salle
education and by the personal testimonies of students. The live
auction was a barrel of fun, and bidders outdid one another in
generosity as the auctioneer presented item after fabulous item.
Ten current Spartans acted as hosts and were warmly
applauded, but the star of this soirée in le Vieux Carré was un

petit chien named Beauregard. Little Beau, a Teddy Bear breed
(a mix of Shih Tzu and Bichon Frisé) was the cuddliest auction
item of them all. The event raised a record-breaking total of
more than $280,000, which will go to support De La Salle
students in their activities, events, and clubs, and will help The
Brotherhood Fund to defray the costs of those miscellaneous
things that not every family can afford, such as dress clothes
for liturgies, fees for retreats, calculators for math class, tickets
for dances, athletic equipment, and other important parts of
the full high school experience. Another note: The original
name of this annual gala was the “Fête,” the French for
“celebration,” and an acronym for “Furthering Education
Through Excellence,” and for the future that name has been
restored to it:  The De La Salle Fête Auction. To be part of Fête
2013, contact Chief Advancement Officer Heather Pastorini at
925-288-8106 or pastorinih@dlshs.org.

“Oh, I Want to Be in That Number…”
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It does seem like magic. Grape juice
goes into a container, gets touched by
certain compounds, is watched over,

nudged, and tested, and after a certain
time, the character that was potentially
there emerges, and the liquid, now an
elixir, goes out into the world, ready to
develop to its peak of maturity. 

It’s magical, but the magic comes from
lots of hard work in a brief window of
opportunity. Is it different with education?
Four years on a high school campus is also
a short period, in the great scheme of
things. But it is a time that is crucial to a
boy for developing into the man he needs
to be. The Bishop John S. Cummins
Scholarship Program gives the chance for

a De La Salle education to families whose
income is less than 185 percent of the
federal poverty level. And Speratus Winery
is dedicated solely to providing funds for
the Bishop Cummins Program. For every
bottle purchased, 75 percent of the before-
tax price goes to fund scholarships. 

In the world of wine, the end point is
bottling day. In the world of education, 
it’s commencement day. Commencement
at De La Salle this year is May 20, and the
next issue of the Union will report on the
Class of 2012. Bottling day at Speratus
Winery this year was April 6, and we were
privileged to be present as the new
Speratus wines graduated with 
highest honors.

There May Be Magic in It…
But more likely it is a matter of skill, of combining the right ingredients 
and giving them the care they need. Are we talking about making wine?  
Or about educating boys into men of faith, integrity, and scholarship? 



THE WINES

CHARDONNAY (vintage 2011):
Carneros Region grapes, smooth and elegant,
with citrus qualities, good acidity and
minerality, a hint of herbal greenness, and a
judicious use of oak. $20.

PROPRIETARY RED BLEND (vintage 2009):
Combining Cabernet, Sangiovese, and Merlot
grapes from famous Napa regions, lush yet
firm texture, with good acidity, firm tannin,
distinctive berry and black cherry flavors, and
subtle notes of cocoa, currant, and mint. $35.

CABERNET SAUVIGNON (vintage 2008): Big
and fine wine with deep color and fabulous
taste. $50. 

LATE HARVEST WHITE (vintage 2009):
Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon grapes harvested
very late to concentrate the sugars; a Sauternes-
style wine, with enough acidity to balance the
sweetness. $35.

SPERATUS BOTTLING DAY 2012  
Empty bottles and empty cartons and empty pallets.  Bags
full of corks and tanks full of liquid. The mobile bottling unit
backs into place, and the magic happens. Liquid fills bottle,
cork seals bottle, foil caps cork, bottles fill cartons, and 

cartons fill pallets, with bottles of fabulous wine bearing the
Speratus label. In its second year of operation, Speratus
Winery offers two new wines, a Chardonnay and a
Proprietary Red Blend.

ORDER NOW at Speratus Winery Online.

• Hear how Lasallian education transforms lives
• Meet the founders and winemakers
• Learn who the contributors are 
• See the wines being made  
• Read tasting notes
• Find participating restaurants   
• Buy the wines you want   
• Support De La Salle High School
• Keep Lasallian education accessible to those in our    
community who are most in need.  

advancement news

www.speratuswinery.com
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“May I have the envelope, please…..”
Did you know?  That famous phrase originated in 1940, when sealed envelopes were first used to
keep secret the names of the winners of the Oscars at the Academy Awards evening. The names of
some winners had been leaked the year before, so the accounting firm of Price Waterhouse was
hired to count the votes, secure the results, and seal the envelopes with the names of the winners
inside.  Every year, America watches on TV, as anxious movie stars await the news, and when each
envelope is opened it’s a moment of high drama.  Here at De La Salle, we don’t have movie stars,
just educators and staff members, but each envelope that we open from our readers and friends is a
moment that we savor.  Here are actual messages from envelopes that we opened recently:
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Every Gift Is a Major Gift
Every supporter and every gift is crucial to the fulfillment of our mission, and there are many ways to give:

• Pledges — commitments payable over three to five years.
• Outright Gifts — gifts of cash are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
• Endowed Gifts — a lasting tribute to your chosen honoree or for a specific program.
• Stocks, Securities, Real Property — are tax-deductible based on market value, and donors can avoid capital gains taxes 

on appreciated property.
• Matching Gifts — employers will double or even triple an employee’s gift. Currently more than 145 companies take part.
• In-Kind Gifts — goods or commodities relevant to our educational program.
• Vehicles — a car, truck, RV, or boat can be a tax-deductible donation.
• United Way — De La Salle is qualified as a recipient of United Way donations. 
• Bequests — Remembering De La Salle in your will creates a lasting legacy (see above). 
• Planned Giving — Planned and deferred gifts, through appreciated stock, bonds, real property, bequests, trusts, 

and insurance, provide mutually beneficial giving opportunities; and can provide significant tax advantages to donors.

Visit www.dlshs.org and click on the Support De La Salle tab for complete information, forms, and secure online
transactions. Or contact Chief Advancement Officer Heather Pastorini at (925) 288-8106 or pastorinih@dlshs.org. 
De La Salle High School thanks you for your support.

“Your UNION Magazine is
heartwarming. It’s good to know
that ‘Integrity’ still lives.  Please
accept this small gift and know
that my prayers to God for 
multiplication will be answered.”
- From the father of an alumnus

“De La Salle, thanks for doing
such a great job. I wish I could
afford more. You have surpassed
my expectations as a school in
developing these boys into men
with strong values and faith.” 
- From the mother of a current student

You see? Every envelope that we open reveals a winner.  At
the center of this magazine is an envelope which we invite
you to return to us with your support, your message, and
your prayers. When we open these, it is better than getting
an Oscar. As we never tire of saying, your prayers are invalu-
able, your support is indispensable, and every gift you
make is a major gift.
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The Winter months of 2011- 2012 brought
Spartan alumni back to a number of great
events. Thanks to all those who pitched in

with DLS students to make the annual Christmas
Toy Drive a success. Alumni responded well to the
January 25 Business Mixer with the Carondelet
Alumnae Association, the Sacramento Chapter
Mixer on March 22, the Theater Night for
Company’s production of Bye Bye Birdie on March
23, and the Alumni Swim and Dive Reunion on
April 14.  Spartan alums were also represented well
in the crowds that shared the fun of the annual Crab
Feed (January 21), the Bacchanalia food and wine
fest (February 16: see story and photos on page 20),
and the Annual Spring Gala Auction at Blackhawk
(March 31: see the story and photos on page 21).
Thanks, too, to the alumni who joined DLS staff and
faculty at our Day at the Races at Golden Gate
Fields on March 17. Keep coming, Alumni!

Alumni on the March from December through March

The De La Salle Alumni Association (DLSAA)
serves the entire De La Salle family by deepening
alumni engagement in the life of the school. We

are committed to the Catholic Lasallian Tradition and
the Spartan Brotherhood, and our goal is to ensure the
vitality and success of our school now and in the future.

The DLSAA Board of Directors spans the
generations: Dave Adler ’97 (President), Dalton Brown ’94,
Nicholas Cipolla ’04,  Joe Depaoli '05, Oliver Duda '04,
Cortland Golightly '98, Mike McKay '94, 
Robert Montgomery ’70, Chris Odne '97, Mark Van
Slambrook ’88, Chris Straface '06, Rick Steeb '79, 
Richard Whelan ’98, Carlos Zapata ’87,  and (in an
advisory role) Al Amador '80. We welcome your
involvement in our work at any time in any way. For
instance, the Board has the following committees that
can always benefit from your participation:
• Executive Committee: Responsible for the strategic 
management of the Alumni Board. 

• Alumni Honors and Recognition Committee:
Responsible for supporting programs that promote 
the personal, professional and service successes of 
our De La Salle alumni.

• Reunions Committee: Responsible for supporting     
Class Year and Affinity Group Reunions and 
supporting Reunion Class Gift Campaign solicitations.

• Outreach Committee: Responsible for supporting the
planning and execution programs and events that
increase De La Salle alumni contact with the institu-
tion.

• Young Alumni Committee: Responsible for the 
planning and execution of programs targeted to keep
Young Alumni connected with De La Salle.

• Advancement Committee: Responsible for supporting
efforts to increase Alumni giving and philanthropic
support of De La Salle High School.

There are more than 8,000
Spartan alumni, and we want you to be
proud to be connected, clear about the mission,
convinced of its importance, ready to take part. 
The Director of Alumni Relations Tim Roberts ’88 
is at robertst@dlshs.org or (925) 288-8171.

Let’s Build Spartan Spirit Together
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A Classic Evening on Sunday night is open to all, at the elegant Diablo Country Club 

clubhouse: a great dinner with good friends, excellent presentations, and fine auction items.

The Golf Classic on Monday is a fun day on the course: golf, the “horse race,” special 

competitions and prizes, awards, auctions, closing reception, and the big drawing.

Classic Evening - October 7, 2012
Golf Classic - October 8, 2012

At Diablo Country Club

On Sunday, June 3, 2012, the school welcomes new
inductees to the Athletic Hall of Fame and honors
the Distinguished Alumnus of the Year. The

“Evening of Honor” is in the Hofmann Student Center at
3 p.m. and is open to the public. Registration is open
online at www.dlshs.org.   

The Hall of Fame inductees are:  
Gerald Price ’75, baseball player, went on to win the

College World Series with USC and was drafted by two
major league teams. He was the DLS Athlete of the Year
in 1975, starring in basketball as well, and graduated
from USC in Business Administration. 

Chris Prietto ’81, a great sprinter in high school and
college, set a DLS school record of 47.3 seconds in the
400-meter run, and went on to be captain of UC Irvine
track team. 

Robert Hinckley ’85, a linebacker and lineman, was
DLS Athlete of the Year in 1985 and football team MVP,
as well as winning all-league and regional honors. At
Stanford he was an All-American linebacker and played in
the East-West Shrine Game. He has a B.A. in
Communications, an M.A. in sociology, and an MBA
from Northwestern University.  

Nicholas (Niko) Lahanas ’86, is a swimmer who as a
Spartan was a three-time league champion, two-time NCS
champion, and three-time All-American. At 16 he set a
U.S. record for his age group in the backstroke. He went
on to star at UC Berkeley and represented Greece in the
1988 Olympics. 

Joe McLean ’92, was
a three-year starter on
the Spartan varsity
basketball team, and
as a senior was DLS
MVP, All- League,
All-East Bay, and All
NorCal. A scholarship
player at the University
of Arizona, he was in
three NCAA basketball
tournaments and played
professionally in Europe. 

The 1990 Swimming and Diving Team: This 23-man
squad won the league championship in 1990 and went on
to be the first aquatics team in school history to win the
North Coast Section title. They did it without having a
single first-place finisher in any NCS event, making this
one of the great team accomplishments in De La Salle’s
great history of superb team play.  

The Distinguished Alumnus of the Year 2012 is Rev.
LaSalle Hallissey, O.P.’69. A proud member of the first
DLS graduating class and a loyal Spartan alumnus, Father
Hallissey is a Dominican priest and the school’s new
chaplain – as well as being a devoted long-distance runner.
For more on him, see page 19.

For more information, contact Tim Roberts ’88,
Director of Alumni Relations, at robertst@dlshs.org or
925-288-8171.

Alumnus of the Year and Hall of Fame Inductees June 3, 2012
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Class of 2007 (5 years) 
Saturday, July 28, 2012
Pyramid Alehouse, Walnut Creek, 7:30 p.m.

Class of 2002 (10 years)
Saturday, August 11, 2102
Pyramid Alehouse, Walnut Creek, 6 p.m.

Class of 1997 (15 years) 
Saturday, August 25, 2012
Pyramid Alehouse, Walnut Creek, 7:30 p.m.

Class of 1992 (20 years) 
Saturday, August 25, 2012
Renaissance ClubSport, Walnut Creek, 6 p.m.

Class of 1987 (25 years) 
Saturday, September 15, 2012
Pyramid Alehouse, Walnut Creek, 7:30 p.m.

Class of 1982 (30 years) 
Saturday, September 15, 2012
Renaissance ClubSport, Walnut Creek, 6 p.m. 

Class of 1977 (35 years) 
Saturday, September 22, 2102
Pyramid Alehouse, Walnut Creek, 7:00 p.m.

Class of 1972 (40 years) 
Saturday, September 22, 2012
Renaissance ClubSport, Walnut Creek, 6 p.m.

Class Reunions on the Fives
Take Five. It’s a tune made famous by jazz piano
legend Dave Brubeck, who happens to be a native
of Concord (born here in 1920). The “five” in Dave’s
title is five beats to the measure (5/4 time). But our
title refers to the five years between reunions – and
how quickly those years pass. So get on the beat,
and jazz up your summer with a cool class reunion.
Online registration opens June 1. Visit the Alumni
page at dlshs.org, or contact Tim Roberts ’88,
Director of Alumni Relations, at 925-288-8171 or
robertst@dlshs.org. 

Make Your Gift. A reunion is a time to celebrate and to reflect. We look back on the education we received
and the experiences we shared. And we look forward, to make sure that the school remains strong for the boys who fol-
low us. Join us in the 2012 Spartan Reunion Challenge. Proceeds go to the De La Salle Annual Fund, which supports: 
• Student programs—to make educational tools available in the classroom and on the field; • Financial aid—to provide a
Catholic, Lasallian education to students from lower-income families; • Faculty development—to ensure that our educa-
tors continue to provide quality instruction. At De La Salle we are taught to be Men of Faith, Integrity, and Scholarship.
Your gift will help us to teach these principles to future generations. Regardless of its size, your contribution makes a dif-
ference. Use the envelope at the center of this magazine ( page 14) or donate online at www.dlshs.org. Thank you for
being clear about the mission, convinced of its importance, and ready to take part.   -   Your Reunion Gift Committee

Florito  C. Abenoja grandfather of Nikolas
Abenoja '15

Gordon "Gordie" N. Ball, Jr. '86

Margaret "Nonna" Cingolani grandmother
of Gregg J. Chavaria '86 and Brian R.
Chavaria '89

Catherine DeMartini grandmother of
Francis J. DeMartini '15

Irene Edwards grandmother of Mario M.
Pisani '06 and Juliano T. Pisani '08

Peter J.Enea, father of Peter J. Enea, Jr.
'82 and Mark Enea '87

Rebecca "Beki" Hood mother of
Christopher A. Hood-Rosales '76

Matthew A. Lightner '02

William J. Martin father of Kevin J. Martin
'79, Gregory J. Martin '81, Douglas M.
Martin '82 and Jeffry P. Martin '83 

Danilo J.Mazzoncini, Sr. grandfather of
Brandon D. Pierce '11

Daniel F. McCarthy father of Kevin P.
McCarthy '79, Brian M. McCarthy '82,
Sean T. McCarthy '85 and Liam D.
McCarthy '86

Robert F. McLeod '81

Roger L. Miller father of Keith M. Miller '92

Tess O'Malley wife of Jake E. O'Malley '70

Jeanne Ryan mother of Michael J. Ryan '69

Howard B. Shelby '69

Helen Florence Trebino grandmother of
Zachary J. Waterson '12 and Benjamin A.
Waterson '15

George Allan Viscia father of Anthony G.
Viscia '90

Mary Catherine Wagner step-mother of
John W. Wagner Jr. '89 and Matthew T.
Wagner '90

Mary Louise White grandmother of Mario
M. Pisani '06 and Juliano T. Pisani '08

Louise H. Woulfe mother of Robert C.
Woulfe '72 and Richard E. Woulfe '73

In Memoriam May they rest in peace…with God forever.
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Aaron Tolibas 1990
and Holly Knadler
were married in San
Francisco on
November 12, 2011.

Robert Ewers 1992
is a vice president
with Height
Analytics investment
advisers in Washington DC. Bob is a
defense industry analyst. In 2006, he
married Jana Kay, a native of Philadelphia.
They have two children, Jack (3) and
Eliana (1).

Paul Adler 1996 and wife Lisa welcomed
their first daughter, Alesandra Elisabetta
Adler, in November 2011.

Sean Farnham 1996 is an ESPN
broadcaster (and the emcee of our June 3
“Evening of Honor”-- see page 26). Sean
has just created “Hoops from Home,” a
new charity.  He says, “Thousands of kids
live on U.S. military bases throughout the
world, and Hoops from Home is designed
to bring the big-time college basketball
camp experience, free of charge, to these
kids.” Visit online at Hoops from Home.

Brian Edwards 2000 reports, “I will be
graduating from Seattle University School
of Law in May 2012. After that I will be
working as an associate at a general civil
litigation firm with an emphasis in family
law litigation.”

Daniel Erwin 2002 received a B.A. from
Santa Clara in 2006 in political science
and went to Italy to work at Loyola
University Chicago's Rome Center. He
says, “After a year in Rome, I came back
to the Bay Area and worked for a San Jose
City councilmember. Then I went to
Chicago to get a graduate degree in
marketing at Loyola University's Graduate
School of Business. Last summer I was
hired into the University of San Francisco’s
Communications/Marketing office. I’ve
spent a lot of time in Jesuit schools, and I
love working here as well.” 

Ryan Bradford 2005. The old ice hockey
joke is: “I went to a fistfight -- and a hock-
ey game broke out.”  On April 1, 2012,
patrons of the arts went to the opera --
and a De La Salle High School reunion
broke out. The San Francisco
Conservatory of Music was staging
Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte. In the cast was
baritone Ryan Bradford ’05, and in the

audience were Ryan’s
parents Jane and Robin
Bradford, along with the
Fraschieri family (Corina,
Mark‘’71, Keegan ’03,
and Luke ’05). Ryan sang
the role of Guglielmo (his
buddy Ferrando is a
tenor). A jaded friend
wants to wager on the
fickleness of females, and
he persuades the two
friends to test the fidelity
of their fiancées. They
pretend to go off on
military duty, but sneak
back into town disguised
as ardent foreigners who
have fallen hard for the
lovely ladies. In the photo,
Ryan in disguise as an
Albanian swain tries to
romance Dorabella
(Raquel Patiuk). Will he succeed? In the
final act, cross-purposes get uncrossed and
marital bliss, or anyway matrimony, is
about to ensue. Bravo to the players and
to the strong Spartan contingent in the
house. In July 2012 Ryan will sing Aeneas
in the American Bach Soloists’ production
of Purcell’s opera Dido and Aeneas in San
Francisco. (Photo by Betsy Kershner.)

Joseph Dowdalls 2005
is earning his J.D. at
UC Davis School of
Law. He wrote in
February to say, “I am
engaged!  My fiancée,
Prestyn, graduated
from Loyola with me
in 2009.  She was a
biology major and is
now getting her master's degree in public
health from USC and is hoping for med
school after that.  The photo is from our
engagement dinner. Tell everyone at DLS!”

Andrew Roberts 2008 will graduate from
New Mexico State University at the end of
2012 with a degree in marketing and a
concentration in professional golf
management, and plans to begin law
school next year. He has also earned his
pilot’s license and is working on his
instrument rating.  Way to go, Andrew,
and we want to correct an error in the
Winter 2012 Union (p. 15, “Brandon
Roberts Drives It Straight”) where we put
the name of dad “Kevin” for that of big
brother Andrew. 

Greg Gonzalez 2009. Don and Julie
Wallunas, parents of Jonathan ’10, took a
trip to Washington DC, and Julie reports:
“Our tour guide for the US Capitol turned
out to be Greg Gonzalez, a DLS 2009
graduate. He was really great, well spoken
and informative. Greg is attending
Georgetown and interning for
Representative Jerry McNerney.”

Julian Homburger 2009 is a junior at
Cornell University, majoring in biology.
He wrote in April to science teacher Viki
Acquistapace:  “I just heard that I won a
2012 Goldwater Scholarship. It’s hard to
believe: I first had to be nominated by
Cornell (they may only nominate four
students) and then my application had to
succeed at a national level. I hope
everything is going well in Concord! I am
having a great time at Cornell.” Goldwater
Scholarships aid students training for
careers in science, math, or engineering.
Julian is investigating the genetic basis of
diversity in the domestic dog, and this
summer he will do research at Cold Spring
Harbor Laboratory.  He is also a varsity
athlete in polo (yes, the polo you do on a
horse, not in a pool) with a 4.0 GPA. He
plans to pursue doctoral work in genomics
or bioinformatics.
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What’s Happening?
Tell Tim Roberts at
robertst@dlshs.org

Log on at www.dlshs.org/alumni

Fan us on Facebook:
We’re dlshsalumni.

Staying in Touch: What’s Happening? 
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WINTER SPORTS OVERVIEW

BASKETBALL
EBAL Champions
NCS Champions

NorCal Semifinalist

SOCCER
EBAL Champions
NCS Champions

WRESTLING
EBAL Champions
NCS Champions

     

Teams Excel in the Classroom as Well as on the Court, the Mat, and the Pitch. The varsity Grade Point
Averages for all three winter sports teams were over 3.0.  GPAs were Basketball 3.15, Wrestling 3.07, and Soccer 3.29.

Wrestlers, Hoopsters, and Soccer Players Earn All-League Honors. Wrestling: David Conte (First Place, 106
lbs.), Nathan Cervantes (Second Place, 113 lbs.), Joe Ramirez (First Place, 120 lbs.), Joe Moita (First Place, 126 lbs.), Jon Jay
Chavez (First Place, 132 lbs.), Mark Bohanan (Third Place, 138 lbs.), Alex Abono (First Place, 145 lbs.), Payton Russum
(Second Place, 152 lbs.), Devin Aiello (First Place, 160 lbs.), Aaron Pease (First Place, 170 lbs.), Frank Rosette (First Place,
182 lbs.), Justin Walker (First Place, 195 lbs.), Sumner Houston (Second Place, 220 lbs.), Xavier Banks (Second Place, 285
lbs.). Basketball: Amadi Udenyi (Most Valuable Player), Elliott Pitts (First Team), Remington White (First Team), Jeremy
Gunder (Second Team), Nick Sullivan (Honorable Mention). Soccer: Johnny Marcinkowski (Most Valuable Player), Evan
Molineux (First Team), Isaiah Dargan (First Team), Andrew Konstantino (First Team), Damian Martinez (Second Team),
Conrad Rowling (Second Team), Carlo Eikani (Honorable Mention), Nic Bob (Honorable Mention), Brad McNell
(Honorable Mention)

All East-Bay Recognition for Spartan Student-Athletes. Soccer: Defenders Johnny Marcinkowski and Isaiah
Dargan were named to the First Team, and junior goalkeeper Andrew Konstantino was named to the Second Team.
Basketball: Senior guard Amadi Udenyi and junior forward Elliott Pitts were named to the  First Team. Wrestling: First
Team honors to Nathan Cervantez, Joe Ramirez, Joe Moita, Jon Jay Chavez, Alex Abono, and Justin Walker, and Coach of
the Year to Mark Halvorson. The team won the NCS dual title for the sixth straight year and placed fourth at the state meet.

ATHLETIC SUMMER CAMPS FOR KIDS ON CAMPUS. Each summer De La Salle hosts athletic camps for local
youth. For 2012 we offer sessions in Championship Football Camp, Track and Field, Lacrosse, Wrestling, Volleyball, Baseball,
Water Polo, Soccer, and Strength-and-Conditioning.  The camps offer children (male and female, incoming 4th to 9th graders)
the opportunity to participate and experience fun, fitness, and friendship while learning new skills. The camps are low-cost and
the proceeds go to the Bishop John S. Cummins Scholarship Program for low-income families. To know more and to register,
visit the Athletics ‘Camps and Clinics’ page at www.dlshs.org.  Summer Camp features include: EXTENDED CARE
AVAILABLE (starts at 12:30 p.m. and ends at 5:30 p.m.)  •  Instruction from De La Salle coaches, alumni, and student-athletes
•  An 8:1 camper to coach ratio  •  A Camp T- Shirt  •  A certificate of participation  •  Weekly awards.

State Championships - 4th
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Friday, May 18
Sunday, May 20 
Sunday, June 3 
Saturday, July 28
Saturday, August 11    
Tuesday, August 14
Wednesday, August 15
Saturday, August 25 
Saturday, August 25 
Saturday, September 15 
Saturday, September 15 
Saturday, September 22
Saturday, September 22
Sunday, October 7
Monday, October 8

St. Francis Parish Church
De La Salle Campus
De La Salle Campus
Pyramid Alehouse
Pyramid Alehouse
De La Salle Campus
De La Salle Campus
Pyramid Alehouse
Renaissance ClubSport
Pyramid Alehouse
Renaissance ClubSport
Pyramid Alehouse
Renaissance ClubSport
Diablo Country Club
Diablo Country Club

Baccalaureate Mass and Reception
Graduation                                       
An Evening of Honor                     
Class of 2007:  5 Year Reunion
Class of 2002: 10 Year Reunion           
Student Orientation for 2012-2013
First Day of Classes for 2012-2013
Class of 1997: 15 Year Reunion                     
Class of 1992: 20 Year Reunion                
Class of 1987: 25 Year Reunion                                                      
Class of 1982: 30 Year Reunion                    
Class of 1977: 35 Year Reunion
Class of 1972: 40 Year Reunion
A Classic Evening
28th Annual Golf Classic              
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The solution:  Put some De La Salle faculty and staff on the job, and they find
that the hundreds of heads of nutritious green stuff can be moved most efficiently
by air. At the food bank and 14 other service sites, De La Salle employees and
students spent the day before Easter break lending a helping hand. For more, 
see page 16.

The problem:  At the Contra Costa Food Bank, a few tons of cabbages
need to be sorted into small boxes for distribution.




