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Focused on the Mission

…where students are 

loved, instructed, and 

guided according to the 

traditions of the Brothers 

of the Christian Schools 

and the charism of 

Saint John Baptist 

de La Salle.

Message from the President

Mark DeMarco ’78
President

A new school year is off and running,
the 48th new school year in our history.
There is a familiar phrase that many
fine schools use as a motto to remind
them of their continuity: "Tradition
never graduates." It conveys a real truth
about De La Salle, too. The character of
this school does not disappear between
one year and the next. It remains, and it
matures and deepens and gets richer.
But some things do graduate.
Intellectual curiosity, the habit of hard
work, the willingness to serve others,
the openness to God, the sense of
responsibility for the community – these
wonderful qualities graduate annually,
and off they go, carried, of course, in
the minds and hearts of each new class
of De La Salle alumni.

In this issue of the Union you can
read about the class of 2012, and hear
what they learned while they were here,
and where they are bound on their new
adventures. And you will hear from
alumni of prior classes and previous
generations, who have gone on to fur-
ther study, to academic degrees, to pro-
fessional competence, to family life, and
to fulfilling vocations.

If you watched the London
Olympics this summer—in which our
alumnus Kristian Ipsen ’11 competed
(that story is in the Alumni section of
this issue)—you heard a lot about ath-
letes who had reached their peak, had
reached the top of their game, and
would retire when the Games were over.
Hearing this made me think:  It makes
sense in sports, but what about for
schools? When a school has become
very fit and is at the top of its game –
where does it go?  Retirement is not
even in the equation. In part, that is
because what we do here at De La Salle
on a daily basis is not a game. In fact,
this mission that we carry out is not
something that we own, and it is not

for us to say when it is over. This 
mission is entrusted to us, and we are
just the stewards of it.

So where do we go from here? It is
our obligation to take this school to the
next level, so that those who follow us
can further build upon our successes.
And how do we do that? There is a 
saying from the world of sports that
does apply here: Focus on the 
fundamentals.

We need to focus on the 
fundamentals, and what we do well we
can strive to do even better. That is
what makes us distinct from other
schools: the ability to do ordinary
things extraordinarily well, the ability
to keep always in sight the basic tenets
of our mission and the wisdom of our
Founder.

In order to remind ourselves of
those fundamentals—and to beautify
the school at the same time—we created
banners this summer that have been
hung as permanent fixtures throughout
the campus. Some of them are shown
on the cover and inside this magazine.
When you come to campus, please, take
a moment as you walk around, to study
them and reflect upon them, because
these are our fundamentals. These are
the things on which we will work that
will lead us from good to great.

As I reminded the class of 2012 at
their graduation, our Mission Statement
begins by saying that this is a place
where students are “loved, instructed,
and guided.” I think you will see in this
issue the evidence, from students and
alumni both, that our focus on this fun-
damental is bearing fruit in their lives.

In the spirit of Saint John Baptist 
de La Salle,

Mark DeMarco ’78
President
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PRESIDENT’S CABINET

The De La Salle “Union” is a bond 
of unity for the extended De La Salle 
family — alumni, parents, alumni 
parents and the many friends who
make up our school’s growing family.

The School Seal

The school seal is an important part 

of the identity of De La Salle High

School. The symbols used to make up

the seal have particular meanings that

reflect the values and purpose of the

school. In the center of the seal is the

Chi Rho (Kye Row). This is the Greek

abbreviation of the title “Christ.” The

first two letters of the word Christos or

“Christ” are “Chi” and “Rho,” repre-

sented in the Greek alphabet as a 

capital “X” and “P.” The fleur-de-lis,

with “lis” meaning lily in French,

reminds us of our French origins with

Saint John Baptist de La Salle. The

lamp is a symbol of knowledge, remind-

ing us of our primary purpose as a

school — education. The section of

broken chain represents freedom —

freedom from ignorance. The chain 

surrounding the seal signifies strength

and unity. “Les Hommes de Foi” is

French for “Men of Faith.”

WHAT’S IN THIS ISSUE

About the cover: There is something new in the air at De La Salle. Banners and beam
wraps specially designed for De La Salle, in Spartan green, incorporate elements of our
school seal and display our values and commitments. These new works of art, permanently
installed, remind us, daily and hourly, of our Catholic, Lasallian heritage and mission.
For more, see page 14.
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1. The faculty and administration raise their hands in blessing at the Baccalaureate Mass on May 18.  2. Brother Michael
Saggau, F.S.C., leads out the graduates.  3. Mark DeMarco ’78 (president), Brother Robert J. Wickman, F.S.C. (principal),

Senior Class moderator Alexandra Stevenson (English instructor).  4. Brotherhood in action: Seniors (from left) Justin
Walker, Alex Levesque, and Will Fernando.  5. Mortarboards take flight after diplomas are received on May 20.
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Remarks to the class of 2012 by President Mark DeMarco ’78

From my graduation talks of the past, I have learned that the graduates are not terribly focused on what I have to say.  So I
thought perhaps I should ask a few of you to stand, when I call out your name, so that you can answer a random question.
Think of this as your final, final exam…  Okay, first question:

A final quiz for graduates:  
“What is the first verb in our Mission Statement?”

What is the first verb in our school’s Mission Statement? 

Now that I have your attention….      
I need to tell you that late yesterday afternoon I threw my

graduation talk into the trash. I thought it was a good talk. I
had put quite a few hours of work into it. No, I did not toss it
because Mr. Aliotti said it was too long and that we needed to
finish in an hour and 13 minutes. I threw it out because as I
reflected on what Father Mark said Friday night at the
Baccalaureate Mass, and what your classmates said that evening
in their talks and prayers, it hit me:  They get it!

They understand what it means to be a Spartan and to
share in this Brotherhood. They understand that to receive this
diploma today and to say they are graduates of De La Salle
High School comes at a cost – and it is the Gospel that tells
them what the cost is:  From those to whom much has been
given, much is expected. You have been afforded the privilege of
a Catholic, Lasallian education, and you know how to make a
difference in our community and in our world. 

Let me explain how we as a school did it. Let me give you
the recipe for an education at De La Salle, but, first let me tell
you that the work we did as a school was God’s work. We used
the teaching of Saint John Baptist de La Salle. You see, we
guided you, as if we were your older brothers and sisters. We
made sure that the Mission Statement of the school was a lived
experience for you, because we follow Saint John Baptist de La
Salle, who reminds us that we must educate by our actions, and
not just by our words.

We loved, instructed, and guided you, to empower you to
take what you were given, and to give to others. You see, it was
our obligation to touch your hearts and minds. Please note the
sequence of those words: I did not say mind and heart, but
heart and mind. We believed that if we could show you that we
loved you first, then you could learn anything, and you could
thrive at De La Salle High School, as if it were your 
second home.  

What was the outcome of our touching your heart first?
You describe it as the Brotherhood. We, as a school, see this as
the outcome of providing you a nurturing environment where
we place you at the center of our educational process. The
recipe was simple – we loved you and we will always love you.
And for those of you who still might be wondering what

the first verb in our Mission Statement is – ? It is “loved.”
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“The man of integrity lives the

truth, breathes the truth, and would be

incomplete without the truth.”
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“As a freshman, I thought that De La Salle
regarded faith as a higher calling than either
integrity or scholarship. But now as a senior, I

realize that faith is not a higher thing but, rather, a basic
thing, the foundation on which integrity and scholarship
and, yes, even brotherhood are anchored. Faith is so
much more than just belief in God or a religion’s
doctrine: it’s infused into every facet of life—faith in the
essential decency of people, faith in the hope that
kindness will be reciprocated, or in my case, faith in the
hope that, though I was alone on a hospital bed, with a
strange metal cage called a Taylor spatial frame girding
my leg, the Spartan brotherhood would not abandon
me. In this long medical adventure, the most
excruciating experience was not the surgery, or the
months on crutches, or the therapy but, rather, the
incessant waiting. In those moments of silence and
reflection, the brotherhood has never felt more alive; my
faith has never felt more convincing. For each time I
recall the soccer ball gliding away as a defender’s foot
smashes into my right shin, I remember my brothers

accompanying me on the elevator despite the fact that
their classes were on the floor we had just left. For each
time I recall the shudders going through me the night
before a surgery, I remember William Thornbury dressed
up as Waldo or even Caesar, evoking laughs and cheers
that reverberate throughout the school. And for each
time I recall hobbling over to Carondelet, with the
crutches digging into my sides, I remember the 253 pairs
of hands ready to open doors for me. From these
memories I draw my faith, and from the brothers who
created these memories with me, I draw my ideal of true
Men of Faith, Les Hommes de Foi.” 

— An excerpt from Jeremy Uang’s talk
at the Baccalaureate Mass

“My fellow Spartans, through our endeavor to
become men of integrity, we have made significant
headway on our journeys of self-realization. A man

who tells the truth in opportune instances does not dis-
play integrity; rather, it is the man who lives the truth,
who breathes the truth, and who would be incomplete
without the truth. We have become such men of integrity,
men whose principles are realized and interwoven
throughout their entire being. Whether it was learning to
pick each other up after a grueling fitness workout for
sports, or reminding each other not to take the easy way
out of assignments, we became men of integrity as we
integrated ethics, faith, and scholarship into every aspect
of our lives. The journey has by no means been easy, but
it has been fulfilling. It will continue to be rewarding.
And, thankfully, my brothers, it will never end.”

— An excerpt from Bryan Ryba’s talk
at the Baccalaureate Mass

“In those moments of silence

and reflection, the brotherhood has 

never felt more alive.”

campus news

Jeremy Uang at the Bacclaureate Mass

Bryan Ryba at the Bacclaureate Mass



“How can I make this speech? How can I
possibly describe brotherhood, when words
like trust, unity, and love fail to do it justice?

How? Well, I discovered, while trying to write this
speech, that my brothers around me had written more
of it than I ever could. Brotherhood? Brotherhood is
when Michael Amador stopped running in the middle
of a race to help Sam Scheffler when he broke his hip.
When, out of the blue, Connor Murphy visited Matt
Milsaps the day he got home from surgery. When the
football team made Alex Levesque an honorary
captain. When the basketball team chose to keep the

remembrance of Darius Jones on their uniforms even though they knew they’d be
penalized for it. When we gathered to remember Tyler Bunn. Brotherhood is not
just a word, and not a selling point.  Brotherhood is the instinctive will inside
every man behind me here today to sacrifice his pride for the man sitting next to
him. We are not just men of faith, integrity, and scholarship. We are men of
sacrifice. You don’t have to be a genius or an athlete to sacrifice. There is no
college degree for sacrifice. Sacrifice is simply an investment in inspiration. For
every second that you sacrifice serving your brother, you inspire him to do the
same. As long as you inspire those around you to act as brothers, you will know
success.  Because success is sacrifice refined. We entered to learn. We leave, today,
to serve, to sacrifice, and to succeed.”

— An excerpt from William Thornbury’s 
valedictorian address

“De La Salle was about learning who we are
as men, and what we have to offer the world.”
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Giordano Jacuzzi, salutatorian

William Thornbury, valedictorian 

“When I look at De La Salle, I see a foundation.
I see a passionate family of students, parents,
and teachers that helped us lay the first

floorboards and raise the first pillars of who we are
as men. I see parents, brothers, sisters, aunts, and
uncles that have stood behind us every step of the
way. And I see teachers, teachers like Mr. Sansoe,
teachers that live and die for this school, and for all
of us students. This school is special because of the
love we receive from teachers like this. De La Salle is
a place where you grow, not only intellectually and
physically, but emotionally, socially, and spiritually as

well. My brother, for example, graduated with the class of 2006. He went the
athletic route, and played basketball all of his four years here. I, on the other
hand was a musician, and played in the Jazz Ensemble for all four years. De La
Salle supports and raises up each and every one of its students, no matter what
path he takes. Though the paths my brother and I chose were very different, we
ended up with the same result: we learned about ourselves. De La Salle was about
learning who we are as men. This school helped show us what we have to offer
the world, showed us how to build from the foundation laid here. Our
brotherhood--of faith, integrity, and scholarship--makes up the foundation that
we will build on for the rest of our lives.”

— An excerpt from Giordano Jacuzzi’s 
salutatorian address

“You don’t have to be a genius or an athlete
to sacrifice. There is no college degree for sacrifice.”
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Our Newest Alumni: There are 253 students in the class of 2012.
Ninety-eight percent (248 students) will be at colleges, universi-
ties, or two-year colleges. Eighty-seven percent of the class (220
students) will be at four-year schools. Fifty-one percent of the
class (130 students) will stay in California for their post-sec-
ondary education. The rest are going to 24 other states and
one foreign country (McGill University in Montreal,
Canada) to start their college careers.

Honors, Honors, Honors: High Honors (meaning a
Grade Point Average of 3.5 and above) were earned by
111 seniors (44 percent of the class); and Honors
(meaning a GPA of 3.0 to 3.49) were earned by 77 
seniors (30 percent of the class). Twenty-four seniors
(9.5 percent of the class) were recruited for athletics
scholarships at four-year schools, and at least 83 grads
(33 percent of the class) received other types of merit
scholarships.

Halfway to Fifty: A full half of the states of the Union
will be gaining Spartan spirit this fall. The map shows
the number of 2012 grads that each state is adding to
its college population.

Factoid Quiz, Question 1.  Which of these colleges is
welcoming the LARGEST number of 2012 Spartan grads
into its freshman class?

California Polytechnic at San Luis Obispo 
California State University at Chico 
Loyola Marymount University 
Saint Mary’s College of California
Santa Clara University
University of California at Berkeley 
University of California at Davis
University of California at Santa Cruz
University of Nevada at Reno
University of San Francisco

The answer is in the Gulf of Mexico – on the facing page

Factoid Quiz, Question 2.  The following are among the colleges that Spartans of
2012 will be attending. Which of these are NOT named for a canonized Saint?
College of San Mateo, Gonzaga University, Lewis University, Loyola Marymount
University, Marquette University, Notre Dame de Namur University, Regis University, Saint
Mary’s College of California, San Diego State University, San Francisco State University, San
Jose State University, Santa Clara University, Santa Rosa Junior College, St. Olaf College,
University of San Francisco, University of St. Thomas, Villanova University, Yale University.
For the answer, see page 16.

Congratulations, Class of 2012. God be with you on your journeys.
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        Next Step on Its Journey

How many Spartan freshmen at each school?

California Polytechnic State University
at San Luis Obispo                        = 21

California State University at Chico      = 12
Loyola Marymount University            =  6
Saint Mary’s College of California       =  8 
Santa Clara University                         =  9

University of California at Berkeley           =  7
University of California at Davis               =  5
University of California at Santa Cruz    =  9
University of Nevada at Reno                   =  7
University of San Francisco                      =  6

campus news
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DELIVERING ON THE MISSION
De La Salle High School’s academic mission is to develop men who think creatively,
critically, independently, and collaboratively, and who pursue lifelong learning. At
graduation season in 2012, we heard from some alumni who demonstrate that this
school is delivering on its mission. Congratulations to these men, and to all our
alumni for all their achievements. Thank you for sharing your news with us.

Santiago M.Q. Orona ’08 doubled up on bachelor’s
degrees in May 2012. He graduated from Saint
Mary's College of California with a double major,
getting a B.S. in Accounting and a B.A. in
Anthropology. Santi sounds as buoyant in print as he
looks in the photo.                                                

In May he wrote, “I start work at Price
Waterhouse Coopers in a couple months and will
spend my summer both studying for the CPA Exam
and relaxing. I would like to pass the exam within a
year or two. My professional goal is to make partner
if I stay in public accounting. I may go into private
industry if the opportunity presents itself.  Besides
work, I have a passion for culture and anthropology,
as evidenced by my other major. I hope to undertake
several studies analyzing the college experience and
students' expectations and actual lessons. In addition,
I will study the life of fairly recent graduates. We
often hear that college is "the best time of our lives",
and yet we assume the fun stops there. There have to
be people over twenty-one that are happy with their
lives right? (Just joking.) I love to travel (who
doesn't?) and have made a list of destinations.
Accounting firms offer the opportunity to spend time
internationally doing work, and I hope to take advantage of this option as much as I can. Several sites on my bucket
list include Petra, Angkor Wat, and Red Square.  I ultimately hope to find a perfect mix between accounting and
anthropology. Perhaps I will stay overseas if I fall in love with a country or will write an ethnographic study of the
accounting profession, ‘The Anthropology of Accounting’....

“Give my best to everyone at De La Salle. I am truly indebted to De La Salle as it shaped my worldview and my
actions.”

James "Cory" Dunne ’08. Cory went to Butte Community College for its firefighter training program, and has
graduated with an Associate of Arts degree and his professional certification from the 55th Firefighter Academy.  He is
presently working full-time with Snelson Company, a specialist in gas line installation, which principally works as a
subcontractor for public utilities.

Tyler Schaefer ’08 graduated from the University of California, Santa Cruz, with a bachelor’s degree in Business
Management Economics and an emphasis in accounting, and in July 2012 he began work as a staff accountant at
Seiler LLP in Redwood City, a public accounting firm that has been named among the top 25 accounting firms in the
country for several years by the Inside Public Accounting newsletter.



Rick Kearney ’08 moves fast. His four
years at Princeton ended in May 2012
with major achievements and a job.  In
the photos, Rick (far left in trophy
photo) who ran the 400 meters and the
4-by-400 meter relay for the Princeton
track and field team, is shown with
co-captains Donn Cabral (NCAA champ

in the steeplechase and an eighth-place finisher in the
London Olympics) and Dave Slovenksi, All-American
pole vaulter. They hold the Taylor Trophy, awarded to
the winner of the Ivy League Track & Field champi-
onship. In the photo of Rick heading into the competi-
tion at Franklin Field at the University of Pennsylvania,

look closely at what is hanging around his neck. It is his Kairos medal from his De La Salle retreat. As for the job,
Rick graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, and in July started
his job as a Manufacturing Engineer in the industrial truck manufacturing division of Ford Motor Company in
Dearborn, Michigan.

Antonio DeVilbiss '08 is a very sharp guy, and now
works in an environment in which sharpness is high-
ly prized. You might call it a cutting-edge industry.
Awarded his bachelor’s degree in Mechanical
Engineering in May from the University of Portland,
Antonio started work right away at a company in
Tigard, Oregon, just outside of Portland. The compa-
ny has a famous name: Gerber.  But if you think first
of baby formula and teething biscuits, think again.
This is not that. The company is Gerber Legendary
Blades, and among those who know this industry, it
is famous for its design and manufacture of fine
bladed instruments. Antonio works in the design and
drafting department of this venerable company,
which began in 1939 by making cutlery. It has
expanded its product line to include all kinds of
knives, edged tools, workshop items, and a range of
tactical and recreational outdoor equipment, both
utilitarian and collectible. The photo shows Antonio
at graduation, with mom and dad Aurora and Ken.

campus news
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De La Salle High School’s gala fundraising event of the year.
At the fabulous Blackhawk Auto Museum.

Talk, dine, dance, and bid
on live and silent auctions

with a few hundred close friends.

Information:
Chief Advancement Officer

Heather Pastorini
at 925-288-8106

or pastorinih@dlshs.org

Save the Date!

F.E.T.E. Auction
April 20, 2013

Cameron N. Jarvis ’07 graduated from the U.S. Military
Academy on May 26, 2012.  While at West Point, he concentrated
his studies in American History with Thesis, with a minor in
Systems Engineering, and was a four-year letterman on the soccer
team. Cameron was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
U.S. Army, Field Artillery branch and has reported to Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, for six months of Basic Officers Leadership Training.
In January 2013, he will start a three-year assignment with the 3rd
Battalion in the 25th Infantry Division at Schofield Barracks,

Oahu, Hawaii. “We are so proud of Cameron.
He had a very good experience at De La Salle,
and even more so at West Point,” says his dad,
Conrad. In the Poughkeepsie Journal’s article on
the West Point graduation, the reporter
interviewed Cameron’s mother, among others:
“Karen Barnes Jarvis, from Pleasant Hill,
California, was proud of her son, Cameron
Jarvis, who will be involved with field artillery
at Fort Sill. ‘I’m absolutely ecstatic and
thrilled,’ she said. “It’s gone so quickly. We’re
just so proud of him.” Barnes Jarvis said she is
anxious over her son’s safety, given world
affairs. But, she continued, “What I’m trying to
do is take it a day at a time. Right now, it’s a
time for celebrations.”

campus news



Miguel A. Valencia ’02. Ten years out from his high
school graduation, Miguel Valencia has received another
diploma, this one from the Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine. He adds the title of “Doctor” to
his title of “Captain, U.S. Air Force.” Miguel’s other
titles include Husband and Father (the twins, Antonio
and Joseph, turned three in August). And, of course,
post-medical-degree he has also taken on the job of
Medical Intern. When Miguel sent regrets that he could
not get to his ten-year class reunion in July, we said we
understood, but we asked him to explain a bit this very
crowded résumé from his first post-DLS decade:

“After graduating from the University of San
Francisco, I worked for Kaiser as an electronic medical
records specialist for two years. Although it was fun,
and a nice job to have, I moved on to medical school in
Philadelphia. Furthermore, I always had an interest in
military service, and I got into an Air Force program
called the Health Profession Scholarship Program
(HPSP), which pays for medical school expenses in
exchange for four years of active duty service as a 
physician and officer. I was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant in April 2008, just before medical school
started. And I’ve done officer training, as well as some
four-week rotations at air bases in anesthesia and in
flight medicine.

“My current military duties are very limited. I am in
‘deferred’ status, so I have no obligations this year for
the military, except to learn to be a quality physician
and get licensed to practice by passing the medical board
exams. I started my internship this summer at Chino
Valley Medical Center in California. The specialty I am
aiming at is anesthesiology, which would be an addition-
al three to four years of training, and would be the focus
of my career thereafter, for a minimum of four years of
active duty in the Air Force. 

“My training thus far has been very intense and
demanding. Studying hard every day and balancing 

family in the mix was difficult. The thing that I think 
De La Salle gave me that helped me most to achieve the
medical degree was the sports experience. I played 
soccer all four years, with one year on varsity, and the
experience instilled an attitude of ambition and tenacity
which has carried over from athletic goals to life goals. I
have known for a long time that I wanted to be a 
doctor, and it was probably the hardest thing I have ever
done. There is endless reading, impossible exams, and a
curriculum geared to make people fail and to test their
dedication to the profession every day. Honestly, if my
heart was not set on the long-term goal, I would not
have been successful. I remember the first day of college,
when the chemistry professor asked the hall full of fresh-
men, ‘Who wants to go to medical school?’ The room
was full of raised hands. Without a blink, he said, ‘Two
of you will make it.’ 

“Interestingly, from that class, three made it -- but
he definitely had a point. 

“I find myself to be very fortunate. I had help along
the way, and I know my family and I have made lots of
sacrifices to help me be successful. I have been required
to be away from my wife and kids for much of my 
medical education, but it will all be worth it when we
finally get to live together after this year. I have always
loved the saying, ‘From those to whom much has been
given, much will be expected.’ I think that, as De La
Salle graduates, we are given a lot more than we can
appreciate as young adults. My De La Salle education
has prepared me to strive to improve every day and to
use what I have been given and to reciprocate it to 
whoever is on the receiving end, whether it’s my
patients, a local charity, or my sons -- whom I am 
excited to finally spend more time with!”

Photographs supplied by Carlos Valencia show
Miguel receiving his medical degree, in academic robe,
and in Air Force uniform with captain’s bars.

FALL 2012  UNION 11

campus news



12 UNION FALL 2012

campus news

She not only can quote John Ruskin, the English
critic and essayist (1819-1900), but she can improve
upon him.  “I took his famous statement on ‘what

is true education’,’’ says Elizabeth Berkes, “and adapted
it to make a statement of my education-
al philosophy.” Here is what she wrote:
The entire object of true education is to

ensure that people not only know the right

things, but know what is truly right; not

only have crucial skills, but put their skills

to use solving crucial problems; are not

merely hard working, but love working

hard on behalf of the community; not only

have deep understanding, but cultivate a

deepening understanding of themselves;

are not merely just individuals, but leaders

in a community that hungers and thirsts

after justice.

She sounds like a natural for the Lasallian mission,
and Dr. Elizabeth Berkes joins De La Salle as its new Vice
Principal for Faculty Development.  In this job, she has
primary responsibility for overseeing and coordinating all
aspects of faculty supervision, evaluation, and 
professional development. Her multi-faceted career in
this field has included a research position at publisher

WestEd, helping a multi-state group to design a digital
library of tools for K-12 teachers, and an appointment at
the School of Education at Saint Mary’s College of
California, training teachers and developing programs for

professional growth. Her academic 
training has been in science and science
education. She has a B.S. in biology and
an M.S. in plant molecular and cellular
genetics, both from UC San Diego, and a
Ph.D. in education from Washington
University in St. Louis, and has many
publications to her credit. Elizabeth is
already part of the DLS family, as she is
the wife of Andrew Berkes, chair of the
Religious Studies Department, and is the
mother of three children. She says, “I am
so excited to work with the dedicated
and talented De La Salle faculty. In these

first few weeks of school I have already seen how 
passionate our teachers are about student learning. I
hope my work will provide faculty the tools and
resources to extend student achievement, challenge 
students to grow spiritually, and reach their own 
professional development goals.”

New Additions to the Mission 
De La Salle’s continued commitment to mission effectiveness is embodied in two 
new staff members for 2012, Brother Jésus Lara, FSC, and Elizabeth Berkes, Ph.D.

Jésus Lara is a “Brothers’ Boy” who became a
Christian Brother himself.  He joined the Brothers
after graduating from Cathedral High School. He

has a B.A. from Saint Mary’s College of
California, an M.Ed. from the
University of San Diego, and has been a
teacher in Lasallian schools since 1985,
including here in Concord from 1990 to
1993. Brother Jésus rejoins De La Salle
as an instructor in Spanish, and with a
special mandate to assist with the
Bishop Cummins Scholarship Program
for low-income students. Brother Jésus
says, “It is a pleasure to be back, and to
teach alongside some of the fantastic
teachers that were here twenty years 
ago – as well as alongside men who were
students here back then! Since leaving here in 1993 
I have been at Christian Brothers High in Sacramento,
Cathedral High in Los Angeles, and San Miguel High in

Tucson, and have taught Spanish and Religion, directed
Student Activities, and been an Assistant Principal. At De
La Salle I am teaching Spanish, helping out Mr. Dyer

with Student Activities, helping out Mr.
MacArthur with the Bishop Cummins
Program, and volunteering with the 
students on different Campus Ministry
activities. Coming from a school in
Tucson with 320 students to one with
over 1000 boys is quite an amazing
change.” 

Brother Jésus has already made a
significant contribution at De La Salle,
at least in his communications with this
writer, because the signature block in his
e-mails contains a pithy statement of
what it is that a De La Salle Christian

Brother is, and does, and practices.  It is a capsule state-
ment of the Lasallian educational mission: Live Simply.
Teach Passionately. Pray Deeply. Stand with the Poor.

Elizabeth Berkes, Ph.D.

Brother Jésus Lara, FSC
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It’s a fact of human anatomy: there are 206 bones in the
body. And it’s a fact of human history, past and present,
that groups, tribes, races, and peoples who are on the

receiving end of hatred and prejudice can find themselves
targeted for elimination – for reduction to mere bones.  
A project called One Million Bones is engaging people
across the nation to become aware of and to work against
genocide. The project began in 2010, and plans to 
culminate in Spring 2013 with an art installation of one
million handmade bones – made of clay, or papier-mâché,
or other recyclable materials -- on the National Mall in
Washington, DC. 

Last year the De La Salle art classes taught by Rebecca
DeWeese joined thousands of students across the country
in taking clay, studying the human skeleton, and sculpting
human bones to contribute to the display. DeWeese said,
“It’s a service-learning project where the students’ art will
be part of an educational display that represents symboli-
cally the millions of people who have died as a result of
attempts at genocide.”  Each bone created and submitted
by a student generates a one-dollar donation from a 
supporting foundation that goes to CARE for its work in
Africa. Individuals who contact One Million Bones to
make a donation can also have a bone made in their name.
The DLS students set themselves a higher goal in pledges,
and saw sponsorships of their art work amount to a total
contribution of about $2,900.

Shaped, dried, kiln-fired, and carefully handled, the
bones created by our students played a solemn part in our
Ash Wednesday liturgy in February 2012, and then were
shipped to the One Million Bones headquarters in New
Mexico. The installation in Washington, D.C., is scheduled
for April 28, 2013.

Artists on a Mission: To Stand with the Oppressed

A sculpture project speaks out against genocide.
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DECLARING
THE MISSION

There is something new in the air at De La Salle.
What you see here and on our cover is a sampling
of the new art that graces the campus. There are

banners fixed to poles, and there are “beam wraps” on
key pieces of architecture. Brother Robert J. Wickman,
F.S.C., our principal, says, “These
‘words we live by’ are treasures of
the Lasallian heritage. Many are the
words of Saint John Baptist de La
Salle, from his Meditations or 
letters. Others are contemporary
expressions of abiding Lasallian 
values. All are designed to catch the
attention of students, faculty, staff,
parents, and guests, and to provide
‘prompts’ for reflection and action.
This art reminds us that our
Concord corner is part of a much bigger, global Lasallian
educational movement. We contribute our distinctive
Spartan Brotherhood ways to a heritage of faith, 
integrity, scholarship, community, and service that spans
over 330 years.” 

The banners (Spartan green, and uniquely designed
for De La Salle) went up in August, and the change their
presence makes in the atmosphere is almost palpable. As
you rush down a staircase, or hustle to the field, or eat
lunch at a table, or stroll with a friend, or just pull into

the parking lot, you are reminded of
our larger purpose here, of who we
are, what we do, what we value, and
what we seek. Jesus memorably
advised, in Matthew’s Gospel, that
you don’t light a lamp and hide it
under a basket; you put it on a lamp-
stand, so that it gives light to 
everyone in the house. With these
new installations (22 banners, and 6
beam wraps), the Lasallian light is
shining brightly on campus. These

permanent fixtures represent the first stage of a 
developing project to find ways, through art, to make
our campus an expression of our Catholic heritage and
our ongoing Lasallian mission. Stay tuned to these pages
to learn more about possible future projects.

Words that inspire,
words that challenge,
words to live by.
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Toni Vetek joined De La Salle in May 2000, and from
2001 to June 2012 she was the school’s Human
Resources Manager. “I worked in
Catholic elementary schools from
1992 to 2000, first at St. Mary’s in
Walnut Creek and then at St.
Catherine’s in Martinez. In May of
2000, I was hired to work at De La
Salle. My first position was as recep-
tionist at the front desk.  In February
of 2001, the Human Resources
Manager, Beth Cornett, retired. I felt
fortunate to be offered the position,
and I said yes, and I did that job until
my retirement in June 2012.  I thank chief financial offi-
cer Marilyn Gardner, who mentored me and taught me

so much. I also thank the school Administration and the
Campus Ministry office for making available so many

opportunities to participate in retreats, 
liturgies, and community service activities. At 
De La Salle I loved the energy of the students,
and support of the faculty and staff, and, most
of all, the opportunity to work in an 
environment that nurtures the spirit as well as
the mind. People ask: What will you do in 
retirement?  To quote my 97-year-old mom:

‘Whatever I want to do!’  It must be
working for her! My husband is also
retired, and we have plans to travel,
and also to do volunteer work, having
been inspired at De La Salle to take an 
interest in serving others.”

Social studies instructor Bob Sansoe came here in 1986.
Known to generations of students as a compelling and
creative teacher, he is known to readers of this magazine
and other school publications as a fine photographer.
“By 1986, I had taught public school for 14 years in Daly
City, and the first thing I noticed about De La Salle was
the sense of community, the partnership
among the parents, their sons, and the
faculty and staff. This makes a unique
learning environment and a great 
formula for success.  At back-to-school
night I would always draw that triangle
of mutual support on the board to
show parents how this works and why
De La Salle is such a special place. 

“During my time at DLS I had the
opportunity to wear many hats. My
most enjoyable job was being in the
classroom with students, and I was
proud to be part of a social studies department that was
dedicated to sharing knowledge about our world and its
cultures, and our country and its challenges. I taught
World History, AP U.S. History, Civics, and an elective
that I created on the History of the Vietnam Wars. I am a
Vietnam vet myself. As department chair, I worked to add
the AP courses that are currently in place in U.S. History,
Government, and Psychology, and I hope that this 
program continues to challenge our exceptional student

body. Another program that I hope continues is the Close
Up Program, a government studies class in which 
students travel to Washington D.C. and see firsthand how
our government works.

“In the course of my years at DLS I taught some sons
of students that I had earlier in my career. In fact, entire

families of brothers and sisters have passed
through my classroom doors. I taught a
Rhodes Scholar (Scott Hugo) and an
Olympic medalist (Kristian Ipsen), and
numerous other ‘men of faith’ who are 
successful contributors to their communities
and our nation. Both of my sons, Matt ’98
and Mike ’01, are DLS grads. I took great

pride in seeing them from both sides
of the desk, and great satisfaction in
seeing how DLS contributed to their
becoming solid young men.

“Finally, my passion for photog-
raphy and athletics allowed me to
produce our print media programs for
our football and basketball teams. I

am planning to continue doing some photography work
at De La Salle, so though I am no longer in the class-
room, you will find me on the sidelines or endlines when
the Spartans compete. Stop and say hello. And – thank
you, De La Salle. It was a great ride.”

Two Great Partners in Mission Say Goodbye
The end of the 2011-2012 school year saw the retirement of Toni Vetek and Bob Sansoe.
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“An environment that nurtures the spirit as well as the mind…”

“A unique learning environment and a great formula for success…”
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Information: Beth Garland at (925)288-8184 or email garlandb@dlshs.org 

2013 A Taste of De La Salle: Bacchanalia
February 7, 2013 

Answer to College Quiz on Saints from page 6: Lewis University and Marquette University are the only schools in this list that
are not named for a saint. Lewis University is a Lasallian school near Chicago named for Frank J. Lewis (1867-1960), a Catholic
industrialist and philanthropist. Marquette University in Wisconsin is a Jesuit school named for Rev. Jacques Marquette, S.J.
(1637-1675), a missionary and explorer; If you guessed “no saint” for Villanova in Philadelphia -- sorry, it’s named after St.
Thomas of Villanova, O.S.A. (1488-1555).  And Regis in Colorado? It’s named after St. Jean-Francois Regis, S.J. (1597-1640). If
you guessed “no saint” for Yale – you are correct, but that was an easy one. The college in New Haven, Connecticut, was named
for Elihu Yale (1649-1721), an English businessman who was an early, generous supporter.

Learn skills, get fit, make friends, have fun.
The 8- to 14-year-old girls and boys who took
part in De La Salle’s summer 2012 sports
camps did that. And they did more. The low
fees they pay for the camps help to fund our
Bishop John S. Cummins Scholarship Program
for low-income families. De La Salle, as a
Catholic, Lasallian school, is developing 
innovative new revenue streams to keep its
education affordable and accessible. The 
public response to these summer camps on
campus has been great, and enrollees have
grown in four years from about 175 to nearly
730. The camps are also a great way for the
local community and De La Salle to get to
know one another, as the campers benefit
from expert instruction and personal attention
from our coaches and student-athletes.  Some
comments from parents in 2012: “The camp
was as inspirational as it was instructive. You
are doing a great job.” “My son truly blossomed under the
genuine kindness of the camp leaders. He is now in love
with DLS.” “Very organized, quality coaching, and I was
impressed with the values also taught to the campers.” “I
thought the advice about eating well, not drinking soda or
eating too much junk food, was very informative— and

something they need to hear from someone other than
their parents. A great experience. Thank you.”  “My son
loved it and at age nine has decided that he wants to go to
high school there! I appreciate all of your hard work and
dedication!” 

For complete information, see “Camps & Clinics” at
www.dlshs.org/athletics.

Funding the Mission
An innovative fundraising effort: Summer Sports Camps for kids.
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Our Envelope Is No Joke,
But These Envelopes Are FUN!

A man said to his teenage son, “Son, I have $1,000 that is yours to keep if you can accomplish a simple task.”
“Wonderful,” said the boy, “I will save it to help pay for college when I have graduated from De La Salle.” “Great
idea, son,” said his father. “Now, listen carefully. Here are a thousand one-dollar bills. And here are ten empty
envelopes.  You must place these dollar bills in these ten envelopes in such a way that, no matter what number of
dollars I ask you for -- any amount between $1 and $1,000 -- you can simply
hand me one or more envelopes, and the total amount in the envelopes you
have handed me will be the exact amount I have asked you for.”

“Wow,” said the boy. “No opening the envelopes and moving the dollars
around and recounting them?”

“Nope,” said Dad. “The envelopes will be sealed.”
“Can I label the envelopes, and write on them what amount is in each one?” 
“Of course, son,” said Dad. “You should write on top of each sealed 

envelope the amount that you have put into it.” 
“Hmm,” said the boy, “this sounds like a math problem. So, it 

should be no trouble for me, considering the education I have had.” And 
off he went to puzzle out the solution so that he could keep the $1,000.  

Can you help him, readers? What number of dollars should he put into each
of the ten envelopes? What number would YOU write on the top of each?  If you
need help with the answer, see the bottom of this page.

ANSWER: The thoughtful student distributed his dollars and labeled his ten envelopes as follows:   
$1   •   $2   •   $4   •   $8   •   $16   •   $32   •   $64   •   $128   •   $256   •   $489.  

When Dad came back, he picked a number out of a hat.  “Give me $771,” said Dad. The boy handed him the envelope with
$489 (771-489=282), and the envelope with $256 (282-256=26), and the envelope with $16 (26-16=10), and the envelope
with $8 (10-8=2), and the envelope with $2, for a total of $771. Wow! Dad tested him again with another random number,
$398. To make $398, he gave Dad five envelopes, beginning with the envelope labeled $256. And so it went. In every case,
the envelopes that he selected totaled up to the exact amount requested. Success! “You’ve done well, son,” said Dad, “and
the money is yours.” “Well, Dad, thank you for sending me to De La Salle to get this great education,” said the young
Spartan. “I think I will save $980 of this for college, and will donate $20 to De La Salle now, to get an early start on the
habit of being a consistent Alumnus Donor.” How did he do it? Hint: The first nine envelopes are a geometric progression
with a common ratio of two. Starting with $1, each number is multiplied by two to yield the next number. The total of these
nine, subtracted from $1,000, gives $489 for the tenth envelope. Some combination of these ten numbers will work to total
to every number between 1 and 1,000, with no arithmetical gaps.

Every Gift Is a Major Gift
Every supporter and every gift is crucial to the fulfillment of our mission, and there are many ways to give:
• Pledges — commitments payable over three to five years.
• Outright Gifts — gifts of cash are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
• Endowed Gifts — a lasting tribute to your chosen honoree or for a specific program.
• Stocks, Securities, Real Property — are tax-deductible based on market value, and donors can avoid capital gains taxes 

on appreciated property.
• Matching Gifts — employers will double or even triple an employee’s gift. Currently more than 145 companies take part.
• In-Kind Gifts — goods or commodities relevant to our educational program.
• Vehicles — a car, truck, RV, or boat can be a tax-deductible donation.
• United Way — De La Salle is qualified as a recipient of United Way donations. 
• Bequests — Remembering De La Salle in your will creates a lasting legacy (see above). 
• Planned Giving — Planned and deferred gifts, through appreciated stock, bonds, real property, bequests, trusts, 

and insurance, provide mutually beneficial giving opportunities; and can provide significant tax advantages to donors.

Visit www.dlshs.org and click on the Support De La Salle tab for complete information, forms, and secure online
transactions. Or contact Chief Advancement Officer Heather Pastorini at (925) 288-8106 or pastorinih@dlshs.org. 
De La Salle High School thanks you for your support.

Ten Magic      
Envelopes?

a brain teaser

        

       
   

Join this smart student and send in your envelope today, with your donation, 
comments, and prayers. When we say that every gift is a major gift -- it's no joke.

advancement news
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Harry William "Bill" Baggett III '76

Anna Theresa "Nonnie" Bondi
grandmother of Steven N. Siino '92

Dorothy Burrows grandmother of staff
member Heather Pastorini and great
grandmother of Hayden Pastorini '14

Conrado Castillo father of
Adi Castillo '95

John D. Gatine '85

Rosa "Rosie" de la Fuente
grandmother of Josh Robert T. de la
Fuente '09

Fred L. Donnelly father of James W.
Donnelly '83

Royce A. Fernandez mother of Bruce L.
Fernandez '72 (deceased)

William A. Fitzpatrick father of John T.
Fitzpatrick '77 and Thomas K.
Fitzpatrick '79

Herbert Ronald Giffins father of
John C. Giffins '89 and Patrick R.
Giffins '91

Joe Gonzales father of Michael P.
Gonzales '98 

John "Jack" Grogan grandfather of
Cory Grogan '04

Donald C. Hernandez father of Michael
D. Hernandez '81

Dick Higaki father-in-law of staff mem-
ber Cathy Higaki

Kathleen Kauppinen grandmother of
Erik Kauppinen '09

Lori Alliene Llevano aunt of Stephen A.
Llevano '08

Giovanni Lo Coco father of Gaetano V.
Lo Coco '04 and Francesco D. Lo
Coco '05

Clarence  Machado grandfather of
Jason C. Machado ’10, Eric M.
Machado ’13, and Matthew R.
Machado ’15

Marshall F. Moran father of Brian E.
Moran '73 (deceased)

Marilyn O'Connor mother of Gavin
O'Connor '89 and grandmother of
Herbert "Danny" Pease '02, Aaron A.
Pease '13, and Justin T. Pease '15

Patricia Mae Pighin grandmother of
Matthew W. Wallace '12

Robert A. Romiti father of Robert
Romiti '88

Edward A. Schumann grandfather of
Matthew M. Schumann '15

Carmen Tonin mother of Michael S.
Flores '69 and Salvador R. Flores '71
(deceased); and former DLS staff
member

In Memoriam May they rest in peace…with God forever.

Brother James Ash, FSC: Educator, Counselor, Doctor of Psychology

Daniel Andreotti: Teacher, Counselor, Mentor, Role Model, Friend

Brother James Ash, FSC, a vice
principal and teacher at De La Salle
High School from 1969 to 1972, and

a member of the Brothers’ Community here
for the past twelve years, died on June 23,
2012, from complications of pneumonia. He
was 75. Brother James also served at
Cathedral High, Christian Brothers High,
Justin-Siena High, and Saint Mary’s College.
Born Charles Thomas Ash in 1936 in
Glendale, California, he took the religious name of James when
he entered the Christian Brothers in 1954 He earned a B.A.
degree from Saint Mary’s College in 1958; his M.A. (1986) and
Ph.D. (1992) were from the Professional School of Psychology
in San Francisco. In 1997 he got a California License in Clinical
Psychology and began private practice.

Brother Robert Wickman, FSC, De La Salle’s principal,
called Brother James “a pioneer at De La Salle in the early
days,” and said, “he was often cited by students for his kind,

warm, and rigorous ways in the classroom.
At Saint Mary's College he was, for many
students away from home for the first time,
the ‘my door is always open’ adult they
could always turn to.” His private practice
in clinical psychology focused on adults
who wanted support and therapy for a
variety of life issues while integrating these
concerns with a religious tradition and

sensibility. Brother James was buried on July 3, at the Brothers’
cemetery at Mont La Salle in Napa. His younger sibling, Brother
Martin Ash, FSC, works at Saint Mary’s College as coordinator
of special projects for the Alumni Office.

A former student, Pete Ratermann, is compiling a memory
album for the family. Tributes, remembrances, and photographs
can be sent to Pete at 1708 Kerry Lane, Santa Rosa, CA 95403.
His e-mail is pprjmc@pacbell.net, and phone is (707) 523-4885.

As this magazine was heading to print, word
came of the death of Dan Andreotti, an
English teacher and guidance counselor at 

De La Salle from 1966 until 2001. Dan died in his
sleep, at home, on August 24, 2012. He was 68 years
old. For the past decade, he had been in private
practice in Walnut Creek as a clinical psychologist,
specializing in the counseling of couples and families,
and particularly adolescents. De La Salle’s president,
Mark DeMarco ’78, said, “Dan touched the lives of many

people, especially during his time here at De La Salle.
I remember him teaching me how to play handball,
and the psychology class he taught in my senior year. I
think his own words in his obituary give us wisdom
to live by: ‘Be honest, respectful of others, and
courageous in seeking the truth. Don’t be afraid to
love and be loved’.” A long interview with Dan can
be read in the Winter 2012 issue of the Union. To read
it online, visit www.dlshs.org and click on

‘Communications and Publications’.
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Richard Lezcano ’88. In 1993 Rich 
figured he would take a semester off from
college to learn about managing an auto
repair shop – and he has been at Simply
Superior Auto Body in Concord ever since.
He is now the owner of the Market Street
shop. His brother Bob is an alumnus, too
(1990). Rich is married, with two sons,
having met his wife Jennifer at Bob’s 
wedding (thanks, Bob). About his business
philosophy, Rich says, “Being in collision
repair gives me the chance to help people
through an often crazy process of working
with insurers. Many repair shops see the
insurance company as the customer rather

than the vehicle owner, but we take the
position that the owner is our client.” Rich
has led the Rotary Club’s project of 
providing dictionaries for young readers at
Concord schools, and has coached Walnut
Creek soccer and Little League teams. He
says, “I am now restoring a 1967 Ford
Bronco that will be classic Spartan green
(British Racing Green, actually) with white
top and wheels.”

Michael McGrath ’89. Mike, who lives in
Martinez and works for
MadeToOrder.com, offers a capsule 
summary of his endeavors since graduation
in 1989: “I attended DVC, getting my AA
before transferring to UC Davis and 

graduating in 1994 with a BS in Design
(Interior Architecture and Graphics
emphasis). Through high school and 
college and after college I worked for
Longs Drug Stores – sixteen years, with
the last eight years in Advertising and
Video Production. Since 2005, I’ve been
working with MadeToOrder, Inc. We are a 
promotional products distributor, sourcing
and selling logo merchandise and apparel,
for awards, gifts, incentives, and more.”

Pat O’Rourke ’94
started Bay Preps
last year. The online
sports information
service covers nine
conferences and 86
schools, with live
broadcasts, coach
interviews, pre-
views, stories, and links. Pat has 15 years
of broadcasting and sportswriting 
experience that he brings to his new 
business.

Raymond Meadows ’97 checked in recent-
ly. He was trying to make a donation to
De La Salle’s financial aid fund from way
down on the other side of the globe, New
Zealand to be exact, and he e-mailed us to
report that there was a hitch in the trans-
action. Do credit card numbers from the

southern hemisphere get turned upside
down in transit…? No, actually, we 
figured it out that it had to do with zip
codes. But since we were in touch, we
asked Ray to tell us more about life down
under the Southern Cross. He writes:

“My wife, Erin, and our son, Riley,
and I were given a unique opportunity
when I was offered a job at Hutt
International Boys' School, more common-
ly known as HIBS, in Wellington, New
Zealand, two years ago. Prior to this I was
teaching in the Acalanes Union High
School District at Campolindo High and
was also the head coach of the boys’ water
polo team. HIBS principal, Grahame
Duffy, a former member of the New
Zealand water polo team, was in search of
an economics teacher and was looking to
hand over the reins of the water polo pro-
gram that he had successfully managed. A
friend of mine put me in contact with
Mr. Duffy.

“Two years ago we were not expect-
ing to move. Both my wife and I had great
jobs, we had our families close, we owned
a house, but after a few Skype sessions
with Grahame Duffy, my wife and I knew
we had to look into this opportunity as,
although unexpected, it was pretty 
exciting.  My wife was soon offered a job
at Ohariu Farm, a wedding venue, as the
operations manager, and we decided that

Staying in Touch: What’s Happening?

Raymond Meadows with wife Erin, son Riley and daughter Reece

alumni news
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this was an opportunity to travel, and have
a once-in-a-lifetime experience.  And a
year into our stay here, our daughter,
Reece, was born, as a New Zealand 
citizen. 

“HIBS is a unique school, and
reminds me a great deal of De La Salle in
terms of the special character of the School
and the overall standard of excellence that
is present throughout. It is relatively new
school, it has quickly emerged as one of
the top boys' schools in all of New
Zealand, in terms of academic success, and
is quickly growing into a top-tier sporting
school as well. Despite the word
“International,” HIBS is not for 
international students or expatriates. It
indicates that the school's curriculum has
an international focus, and the government
funding the school receives is from its 
education being integrated under the
theme of Internationalization. Students are
given numerous opportunities to 
participate in international exchanges,
through sports, service programs, 
language/cultural trips, or even by hosting
one of the many visiting foreign schools
that come to HIBS for exchanges. I was
recently given the opportunity to step into
the role of Housemaster at HIBS, and am
currently in charge of the Hillary House,
named after Sir Edmund Hillary. 

“We are loving our time here in New
Zealand. The people are friendly and it is a
beautiful country. We miss the familiarities
of home, and most of all friends and 
family. Thanks for the opportunity to
share and please keep up the good work. It
is great to hear all the updates and
improvements going on at DLS.”

Gus Argenal ’99 was named an assistant
coach for varsity basketball at Rice
University. Gus had been coaching at UC
Davis, and before that at the University of
Texas at San Antonio and Arizona State
University. Gus played his collegiate ball at
UC Davis, as one of its all-time best point
guards, and still shares the school's game
record for assists in a game (13). He 
graduated from UC Davis in 2004 with a 
bachelor's degree in history and earned a
master's degree in education from Arizona
State in 2005. Rice University is in
Houston, Texas.

Matthew Gerhardt ’99. In July, Matt
opened a men’s clothing store on Main
Street in Walnut Creek, Pelican Rock. The
Beyond the Neighborhood blog checked it
out in August and wrote, “It has a preppy,
yet casual East Coast vibe, stocked with
brands like Southern Tide, Gant, Vineyard
Vines, and its own label. Decorated in a
cool maritime style, the high ceilings give it

a spacious feel overall.” Matt is the owner.
“I think men understand being well 
prepared today includes being well
dressed,” he says.  “Every piece of clothing
fits a situation that all guys face on a daily
basis: from coffee with clients, happy hour
with the guys, to Saturday night dinner
with the family.”

Ian Hardey ’03 went from DLS to the
University of San Diego to study
Mechanical Engineering on a Naval
Reserve Officer Training Corps 
scholarship. In his sophomore year, while
on a training mission in Japan, he rescued
a Japanese civilian from drowning, a good
deed for which he was awarded the Navy
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.
Prior to completing his B.A. and B.S. at
USD in 2008 he was selected for the Naval
Nuclear Submarine Program.  He was
granted a Veterans Administration
Fellowship to develop a prototype 
prosthetic limb at the Seattle Veterans
Administration Hospital, and he 
completed his Master’s Degree in
Mechanical Engineering at the University
of Washington, graduating magna cum

laude in 2010.  In summer 2012 he 
completed his nuclear reactor training at
The Naval Nuclear Training Facility in
Charleston, South Carolina, and his 
training in navigation, weapons systems,
and sonar operations at the Submarine
Officer Basic School in Groton,
Connecticut. Lieutenant Hardey has been
assigned to the fast attack nuclear 
submarine USS Asheville, which is 
home-ported in San Diego. He is shown in
the photo, on the Asheville’s deck at Point
Loma. Ian serves as an engineering 
department division officer on the sub.

Anthony Zumbo ’06. August 4 wedding
bells rang at Saint Mary’s College for
Anthony Zumbo and bride Mimi
Villalpando, with the Mass celebrated by
Monsignor Cardelli of St. Isidore’s parish.
Congratulations, bride and groom.
Anthony played lacrosse for Saint Mary’s
and graduated in 2010 with an Accounting
degree. He works as an accountant at
Johnston, Gremaux & Rossi LLP, in
Pleasant Hill. Mimi works for Jaroth Inc.
in San Ramon as an account manager.
Pre-wedding, Anthony wrote, “I am living
in Danville and still enjoy playing sports
and traveling. My cousin Michael Zumbo
will be a junior at DLS this year, and his
brother Matthew is an incoming freshman.
And my sister Brianna will be a 
sophomore at Carondelet. I am proud to
be a Spartan and happy my family has
continued the Lasallian tradition. Go
Spartans!”
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Garrett Woo ’07. “Anyone can give up;
it’s the easiest thing to do. But to hold it
together when everyone would understand
if you fell apart, that’s true strength.”
Garrett Woo has adopted this as his motto
(the author is unknown), and Garrett Woo
may be a true role model for Spartan
alumni. He has established the GW Second
Chance Scholarship Foundation, and has
just awarded the inaugural GW Second
Chance Scholarship to a graduating DLS
senior, a scholarship of $1,000 to be put
toward college costs. As Garrett writes in
the introductory materials: “In 2008,
Garrett Woo, a De La Salle alumnus of
2007, was in an accident that nearly cost
him his life. Fortunately, with the love and
support of his family and friends and 
community, he made a remarkable 
recovery. Through determination to 
overcome this ‘bump in the road,’ Garrett
pushed through his recovery and returned
to school looking to help others in their
time of need, just as he was helped in his.
Garrett graduated from San Diego State
University and is moving on to a graduate
program to eventually become a Doctor of
Physical Therapy. He establishes this 
scholarship in gratitude for all the love,
support, and prayers the De La Salle 
community has shown him.”  The GW
Second Chance scholarship is intended for
a student who has overcome a major
obstacle in his life, and has shown 
perseverance and determination in 
graduating and going on to a four-year 
university. “The student will have shown a
thirst for knowledge in and outside the
classroom, and will have shown that he is
a true man of faith, integrity, and 
scholarship. The student will be someone
who is not afraid to look for help when
needed and who works hard to achieve his
goals.” High standards – but thank you,
Garrett, for taking the initiative to reward
a student who meets them.

Xavier Vigney ’08.
Xavier got into 
martial arts a few
years back, and
moved up 
rapidly in the art of
kickboxing (Muay
Thai) to become U.S.
Super Heavyweight

Champion in 2010.  (Xavier is listed at 6
foot 8 and 250 pounds.) On February 19,
2012, in Oakland, he took on Leah
Rogers, the IKF World Amateur
Champion, and won the title by knockout
in round one. This fall, Xavier is preparing

to go professional with K-1, the Japan-
based promoter, which hopes to make the
sport popular in America. Xavier visited
DLS this summer for a workout and photo
shoot. Here he talks with classmates Zach
Echols and Sam McNell.

Adam Tanaka ’09 has won a prize in a
college science competition with a new
idea for fighting the spread of malaria.
Adam, a junior at the University of
Washington, was part of a three-student
team that won a competition for innova-
tive ideas to improve global health, spon-
sored by the Washington Global Health
Alliance. Malaria is spread by mosquito
bite, and Adam and his colleagues came up
with a proposal to introduce a natural
predator of the mosquito, namely a spider.
Their concept was a winner, and the prize,
announced in May, included a cruise. The
video presentation in which Adam and 
colleagues explain their new idea – of 
pitting evarcha culicivora (the spider)
against anopheles gambiae (the mosquito)
can be seen on the ‘Changemakers’ section
of the website “Humanosphere.”

Tadeu Velloso ’10 checks in from up “on
the bluff” at the University of Portland.
The valedictorian of the class of 2010, and
a Bishop Cummins Scholar at DLS, he is
entering junior year at UP, with
Organizational Communication and
Political Science as his major. He says, “I
plan to pursue a law degree. I am on the
Dean's List, and currently work in the
Office of Development, which is valuable
work experience. I hope to do some work

with AmeriCorps after graduation, 
focusing on rehabilitating ex-convicts. Just
recently I spent three weeks in Alabama,
Georgia, and Louisiana learning about
civil rights issues past and present. I hope
all is well at De La Salle, and please give
everyone my best regards.“

Kristian Ipsen ’11. In the three-meter
springboard synchronized diving 
competition on August 1 in London.
Kristian Ipsen and diving partner Troy
Dumais came from behind in a tough
eight-team field to win the bronze medal.
Kristian is a sophomore at Stanford, and
coach Rick Schavone has said he is “a phe-
nom” in his sport. This was Kristian's first
trip to the Olympics; for Troy Dumais of
the famous Dumais family of divers, it was
his fourth trip to the Olympics and his first
medal. 

Kristian's father, Kent, wrote from
London to report the news. His message
mentioned that the reason that Kristian
was diving only in the synchronized cate-
gory, and not in an individual event, was
that the U.S. could send only two divers
for each event, and in the U.S. Olympic tri-
als, Kristian came in third by a minuscule
margin, and thus did not make the team in
the individual event. It was a great disap-
pointment for him, but Kent Ipsen wrote:
"We want to share how proud we were of
him in the way he conducted himself in
defeat. The poise and composure that he
exhibited can largely be attributed to all of
the wisdom and teachings of the faculty
and coaches at De La Salle High School.
We want to thank all of you for the love
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and support you gave Kristian throughout
his four years at De La Salle.  Most impor-
tantly we want to thank you for your guid-
ance in helping Kristian to become the man
that he is today. When we returned to the
hotel room after his defeat in the Trials, I
told him that having ‘Stanford University’
and ‘Olympian’ on your resume will surely
help you get through the door for many
job interviews; but it is being the man of
faith, integrity, and scholarship that De La
Salle fostered that will ultimately get you
the job. Thank you again for all that you
have done for our son."

Photos of the Olympics are by Sean Juo.
Here Kristian and Troy, in pike position,
twist and turn toward the tank. Which way
is up? The helpful EXIT sign on the far
wall shows the correct way down.

What’s Happening?
Tell Tim Roberts at
robertst@dlshs.org

Log on at www.dlshs.org/alumni.

Fan us on Facebook:
We’re dlshsalumni.

Brother Maris Golf Goes to Diablo
New location for the traditional tourney, where alumni and friends have fun
and raise funds for student scholarships, is Diablo Country Club.

The 28th Annual Brother Maris Golf
Tournament on May 14, 2012, was a
day of fun in support of a serious mis-

sion. A sold-out field of 150 players toured
Diablo Country Club and raised nearly
$28,000, to bring the Alumni Endowment Fund
for Financial Aid to more than $200,000. Save
the date for the 2013 tourney on Monday, May
13. The event fills up fast, so register online
early. Questions? Ask Director of Alumni
Relations Tim Roberts ’88 at 925-288-8171 or
e-mail robertst@dlshs.org.
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The Distinguished Alumnus of the Year
2012 is Rev. Lasalle Hallissey, O.P.’69.
A proud member of the first DLS gradu-
ating class and a loyal Spartan alumnus,
Father Hallissey is a Dominican priest
and the school’s new chaplain – as well
as being a devoted long-distance runner.
Above, with Director of Alumni
Relations Tim Roberts ’88.

Evening of Honor June 3, 2012
We honor Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees and the Alumnus of the Year 

Gerald Price ’75. DLS Athlete of the
Year in 1975, All-League and All-East
Bay in baseball, starred in basketball as
well, went on to win the College World
Series with USC and was drafted by two
major league teams.

Chris Prietto ’81, league and NCS
champion sprinter, set a DLS school
record of 47.3 seconds in the 400-meter
run (which still stands), and went on to
be captain of UC Irvine track team.

Joe McLean ’92, a three-year varsity
basketball starter, was All-League, All-
East Bay, All-NorCal, and a DLS MVP,
who went on to play at the University of
Arizona and professionally in Europe.

Nicholas (Niko) Lahanas ’86, swam to
three league titles, two NCS titles, was a
three-time All-American, and at 16 set a
U.S. age-group record in the backstroke.
He went on to star at UC Berkeley and
represented Greece in the 1988
Olympics. 

Emcee Sean Farnham ’96, Sean cap-
tained the Spartan basketball team that
won the school’s first NorCal title on the
hardwood, and went on to play for the
UCLA Bruins. Sean is an ESPN broad-
caster for major college basketball and
runs the charity Hoops from Home.

Robert Hinckley ’85, linebacker and
lineman, was football MVP in 1984 and
DLS Athlete of the Year in 1985, as well
as winning all-league and regional hon-
ors; went on to play at Stanford and in
the East-West Shrine Game. He has
advanced degrees including an MBA
from Northwestern University.

The 1990 Swimming and Diving Team:
This 23-man squad won the league
championship in 1990 and went on to
be the first Spartan aquatics team to win
the NCS title.



In the summer, Winton Drive is a sun-scorched street
devoid of traffic. There is a serenity that permeates
the open-air halls of De La Salle at this torrid time of

year. Conspicuously absent are its roughly one thousand
spirited boys who spend the school year being coached
every day in faith, integrity, and scholarship. Yet a 
visitor who saunters through campus has a good chance
of hearing, from the weight room, the clash of metal;
from the gym, the squeak of shoes; from the pool, the
splash of water; and from the field, the sound of 
whistles. Before spotting a soul, one can hear what can
only be perspiring bodies in purposeful motion. It is here
that the seeds of discipline, love, and sacrifice (yet
another meaning of D-L-S) are being methodically sown
by coaches without peer, just as they have been for
dozens of summers. Suddenly, Coach Frank Allocco’s
mantra that “Tradition Never Graduates” has a few
more palpable points of reference.

As I approached the Hofmann Student Center on
Sunday, June 3, 2012, at three o’clock in the afternoon,
I knew that there would be no such effortful sounds
emanating from within this newest crown jewel on 
campus. For the acclaimed De La Salle student-athletes
who were to be honored today had already done their
yeoman’s work many summers ago. But what would
soon be heard from within the Hofmann Center was
voices—the voices of men who had had the pleasure of
knowing them, teaching them, coaching them, and com-
peting with them. And most importantly, of course, the
voices of the inductees themselves, as they rose to take
their fitting place in the Spartan Hall of Fame.

There is first place and there is the first time. While
many of the distinguished inductees garnered multiple
firsts, in season, or standing, or stature, most were
remembered by their former coaches as being the first of
a kind. For the 1990 Swimming and Diving team, it was
being the first aquatics team to win a North Coast
Section title – and they did it without having a single
first-place finisher in any event. As coach Steve Guthrie
remarked, “It was a true measure of a team coming
together.” 

Coach Bob
Ladouceur
had a simi-
lar message
as he 
introduced his
former star 
athlete, 
Rob Hinckley ’85, 
commenting, “Rob was the first
of the great linebackers that came through this school,
and that’s quite a legacy because we’ve had some great
ones.” Like Rob, swimmer Nicholas Lahanas ’86 was a
coach’s ideal, a pioneer and a perfectionist. His former
coach, school president Mark DeMarco ’78, recalled
how Niko would strategize with him on “how to shave
another half-second from his relay team’s time.” Track
star Chris Prietto ’81 was one of the first great sprinters
to break through southern California’s grip on the sport.
And this evening, as emcee Sean Farnham ’96 noted,
was Chris’s first time back on campus in almost three
decades. Now that is a homecoming.

Distinguished Alumnus of the Year Rev. Lasalle
Hallissey, O.P. ’69 was not an athletic standout, but his
firsts are many: The caption on his photo in the 1969
yearbook shows that he was part of the school’s first
honor roll, first rally club, first drama club, and first
yearbook staff, as well as part of its first graduating
class. A former Christian Brother, and now a Dominican
priest, he is now serving as the school’s chaplain. As this
Original Spartan recounted to the audience in hilarious
detail when he accepted his honor, the infrastructure for
the school’s first class of students in 1965 was lacking,
but -- “We had each other.” 

Perhaps the most impressive “first” of the day was
shared by Gerald Price ’75. It had nothing directly to do
with the stellar athletic achievements on the basketball
court and baseball diamond that led to his Hall of Fame
induction, but came from his family history. Gerald
recounted that his maternal great-grandfather, Joshua
Houston, who was a slave and the body-servant of
General Sam Houston, had a son named Samuel Walker
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Seminal Spartans: An Alumnus Appreciation
Memorable firsts abounded at the 2012 Evening of Honor, as
we celebrated Hall of Fame inductees and the
Distinguished Alumnus of the Year.

By Brian Marchetti ’91 An Evening 
of Honor

at De La Salle



Houston, who was also born a slave but “who 
graduated from college and dedicated his life to the 
education of young people, and eventually established
the first high school for African Americans in Walker
County, Texas.” It is quite a noble and remarkable story,
one that mirrors the mission of Saint John Baptist de La
Salle in educating less fortunate children.

For me, the induction of Joe McLean ’92 was 
particularly appealing. I live in the South, and it can be
a challenge to stay actively involved as an alumnus. So
when I learned that my planned visit to the Bay Area
would coincide with the 2012 Evening of Honor 
ceremony, and that Joe was among those being honored,
I made plans to attend, not only to applaud his 
spectacular four-year De La Salle basketball career, but
also to hear his voice and to learn what his Spartan 
athletic experience meant to him looking back with
twenty years of perspective.

I specifically recalled that, before one of our Junior
Varsity basketball practices was set to begin in my 
sophomore season (1988 – 89), a bouncy, sinewy player
burst through the locker room door and came into the
gym wearing a Hickory replica basketball jersey from
the 1986 sports film Hoosiers. It was freshman Joe
McLean. He did not share his teammates’ amusement at
his outfit and intently began preparing for practice as if
it were any other day. We were all not quite sure what
to make of his improvisation, but as I reflect back on
that moment, I realize that Joe felt the rapture of De La
Salle as few others did. In his mind, he was Jimmy
Chitwood, and Concord might as well have been
Hickory. And from the very start of his DLS career, Joe
competed every time he took the court with an intensity
and a sense of urgency unusual in a boy of his age -- as
though the entire community’s hopes, dreams, and 
fortunes rested upon his rookie shoulders. It was that
diligence and ebullience that seemingly drove him to
become one of the greatest players in De La Salle 
basketball history.

It had been several years since Joe and I had last
bumped into each other, but I only had to hear a few
minutes of his acceptance speech to conclude that there
stood a proud alumnus who had not only clearly seized
his moment while matriculating at De La Salle but who
had understood and appreciated its seminal impact on
his life. Joe said, “When you think about being a
Spartan, it’s really not about these individual awards—
it’s that you get to celebrate everything about the
school.” He went on to state the essence of it. “We don’t
run the race for a trophy…for the greatest prize is
brotherhood.” His sentiments and his insights closely
matched those of his fellow inductees.

Fittingly for Joe, the post-ceremony reception was in
the gym, the venue that he had so dominated. As 
afternoon turned into evening and the crowd thinned
out, Joe, not surprisingly, was still there, gladly engaging
with patrons in the same familiar place where he had so
excelled. As I talked with a handful of Joe’s 1992 
classmates, including Tyler Scott, Jeff Cortez, Damian
Vallis, Matt Clay, and Kevin Fryer (all former athletes,
and teammates and friends of Joe’s), Joe came over to us
with that distinctive bounce in his step, to that same
spot on the floor near the home bench where his 
teammates used to greet him with an emphatic high-five,
a firm embrace, and chipper words during a timeout, at
period’s end or after a victory. As Joe joined our huddle,
he stood next to Coach Allocco as if to await in-game
feedback and direction. But this huddle was different. It
was loud in laughter, merry in memories, and drawn-out
in duration. No horn or referee would be breaking it up.
At one point I turned to Joe and inquired, “Hey, 
whatever happened to that Hickory jersey?” I wasn’t
certain that he would recognize the reference, but Joe
matter-of-factly responded, “Still have it. Saving it for
Charlie.” 

Charlie is Joe’s son.  
Some traditions, indeed, never graduate—just as the

prize of brotherhood endures through summers gone by,
as few trophies can.

Brian Marchetti, Ed.M., ’91, is a middle/upper school 
history/humanities teacher and basketball/tennis coach who
resides in Atlanta with his better half Melissa, a former WTA
Tour Physiotherapist, now in private practice and a university
professor. When not moonlighting as a freelance writer, Brian
exercises on the tennis court and strums his acoustic guitar. He
is grateful to his former De La Salle teachers—especially, 
Dr. Anne Koch, Ed.D.—for imbuing him with their brains, bliss,
and benevolence.
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Brian Marchetti (right) knows his Hall of Famers. Here he is at a
coaching clinic with NBA player and future Hall of Famer Steve
Nash. Brian proudly wears his DLS alumni basketball shirt.
Maybe Steve would like to get in that game?
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“A noble and remarkable story, one that mirrors the mission of
Saint John Baptist de La Salle in educating less fortunate children.” 

In this 1898 photo of a wedding party, Joshua Houston
sits at center, with white beard and cane. In the row
behind him, at far right, is his son Samuel Walker

Houston, the maternal grandfather of Gerald A. Price.
Samuel Walker Houston
and his wife, Hope, had
three children, the youngest
of whom was Hazel. Hazel married Willie Price, a native
of Austin, and the couple moved first to Arizona and then
to California, settling in Oakland. Son Gerald went to
Oakland public schools and then to De La Salle High
School, then on to earn his bachelor’s degree in Business
Marketing from USC (where his Trojans also won the
College World Series). He has been a manager for Xerox,
Primamerica, and Kinko’s, and is now a Senior Center
Manager for Fed Ex Office in the East Bay. Gerald Price
tells his Spartan story on page 27 in an excerpt from his
Hall of Fame induction speech. (The quotation that leads
this page is from Brian Marchetti’s essay on page 24.)

Great-grandfather Joshua was born in slavery in 1822
to the Lea family of Alabama, and Margaret Lea took
Joshua to Texas with her when she married General Sam
Houston, the famous soldier and politician. Young
Joshua, given the surname Houston, became a skilled
blacksmith, wheelwright, stage driver, and builder, learned
to read and write, and became the body-servant and close

associate of Sam Houston. In 1862 Houston freed his
slaves, even though it was illegal to do so, and in 1863 he
died, before the Confederacy was defeated. (Governor
Houston was against Texas’s secession, and had been

removed from the governorship
when the state joined the
Confederacy.) Joshua Houston,

as a free man after the war, was a businessman, church
leader, city alderman, and county commissioner in
Huntsville, Texas. He died in 1902, and was buried near
General Sam Houston in Oakwood Cemetery.

Samuel Walker Houston attended Atlanta University
and Howard University, and worked in federal offices in
Washington. Returning to Huntsville in 1900, he founded
and edited a newspaper, became a teacher, and started
schools for African-Americans, eventually becoming
supervising principal of nine schools in Walker County.
He was a tireless promoter of education, and a member
of many civic, cultural, and business groups. The Samuel
Walker Houston Museum and Cultural Center in
Huntsville memorializes his contributions and those of
other local African-Americans to the growth and develop-
ment of the area. Samuel Walker Houston died in 1945.
(More of the family saga can be found online at the Texas
State Historical Association.)

Meet Texas's Other Houstons



“I am always excited by the next challenge….”
Gerald Price ’75 is inducted into the Spartan Hall of Fame

My education was very important to my
parents, especially my mom. Her father, my
grandfather, Samuel Walker Houston, was

born a slave, and his father, Joshua Houston, was the
body-servant of General Sam Houston. My grandfather
graduated from college and dedicated his life to the 
education of young people, and established the first high
school for African-Americans in Walker County, Texas.
My mom attended the high school and graduated from
what is now known as Prairie View College. The school
is still going strong, 106 years after its founding! In
addition, there is a museum
and cultural center named
after my grandfather and
dedicated to his life and
educational legacy.

Now, flashback to 1972, the year I graduated from
junior high in Oakland. My parents broke the news that
I would not be attending a local public high school but
that I could choose between De La Salle High School
and St. Mary’s High School….  Where? I had fully
intended to go to school with ALL my friends and
where all my siblings had graduated. But, in those days,
we actually did what our parents said -- no negotiation,
no questioning, it was as simple as that! I visited St.
Mary’s in Berkeley but --- it didn’t take… Then I visited
De La Salle, going all the way through the Caldecott

Tunnel, a long way from home! But the campus was
beautiful, and the facilities were beautiful, and I decided
that this was the place. 

Even better, some of my good friends from junior
high were going, too: Paul T. Payne, a bruising fullback
and linebacker (everyone played both ways then), who is
here today. Greg “The Iceman” Payton (who led the
CAL in scoring and floor burns) or, I should say Dr.
Gregory Payton, as he is now a minister. Lumont “Silk”
Gibson (the best basketball player I had seen, who
dropped 48 points on us in a junior high tournament). 

Another draw was
Athletic Director and Coach
Alvin Claiborne, our mentor,
role model, and a great
speechmaker, who fired us up

for each and every game. We didn’t have much height
but we were very quick, with a great fast break and
passing game. There is a story told, whenever we get
together, about the time I got in trouble with Coach
Claiborne. During a practice drill, I kicked the ball
against the gym wall. Coach Claiborne approached me
slowly and said, “Son, you have a bad attitude.” I don’t
recall everything said after that, probably because I was
so embarrassed, but suffice it to say, nothing like that
ever happened again.

“Coach Alvin Claiborne, our mentor,
role model, and a great speechmaker, 
fired us up for each and every game.”
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With Gerald Price ‘75 at his Hall of Fame induction are (from left) Paul Payne
(also DLS class of 1975), Michael Price,wife Lynn Cerda Price, daughter
Gelyna Price, and former DLS teacher and coach Alvin Claiborne.



I also want to recognize my favorite teacher, Mr.
Charles Lafferty. I recently connected with him and he
sounds and looks good, though unfortunately he 
couldn’t make it today. His history class was great, and
the marriage class he gave for seniors got me prepared
for being married to Lynn for
21 wonderful years and 
having a fabulous daughter,
Gelyna. They are also here
today! Yes, I did get an A in
Marriage from Mr. Lafferty -- but I probably get only an
A-minus from Lynn.

I was recently impressed by another of De La Salle’s
mentors, when I read the article by Coach Allocco in the
Spring 2012 Union magazine. In his
acceptance speech for a coaching
award, he said, “To the teachers
and coaches assembled here: We
have been called to the highest call-
ing, to mold and mentor young
boys and girls who respectfully call
us coach.” I agree. And let me read
you a line from the philosophy of
De La Salle High School: 
“We believe that a De La Salle 
education is most effective when
teachers, staff, families, and friends
share their gifts generously as 
members of the school community.”

That line speaks for me. My goals
have changed over the years, but whether it is in sports
or in business, I have always been motivated to mentor
and develop team members. In the business world, that
means developing employees for management positions,
whether or not they work in my center, cluster, district,
or region. I have been called “godfather,” “dad,” “Uncle
G.”, and in some cases, a “life coach,” because I am
known for managing the whole team member. Recently

someone asked how many of our current managers I
had trained – and I was proud to report that more than
half of them had been trained in my center, on my team.
In fact, effective tomorrow, my most recently promoted
team member will be leaving us, to go to work for one

of the customers that we had
hired her to support. Yes--
stolen from me! But what a
fantastic opportunity for her!
I have been doing this work

for almost 22 years, and I enjoy it, and am always 
excited by the next challenge. 

In my sports endeavors, it was the same. As a base-
ball player, I always wanted to be a Trojan! The best

baseball program in the country,
with six national championships in
the 1970’s! I always wanted to test
my skills against the best. I am very
proud that I played on a lot of 
winning teams in baseball, including
the Diablo Valley College State
Champions in 1977 and the USC
National Champions in 1978. I am
also proud that I got a great 
education and have had many great
life experiences – and it all began
here, with my De La Salle education.
As I look back I know that my time
at De La Salle influenced me deeply
– my personal life, business 

philosophy, and work ethic. At De La Salle I got to
know, and work with, and play with, great athletes and
good people. This school put out then, and it still puts
out, teams that are the real deal: competitive, 
hard-nosed, driven to succeed, playing the game the
right way – AND, having fun while they do it. 
Thank you, De La Salle.

— Gerald Price ’75

28 UNION  FALL 2011

“Whether in sports or in business, 
I have always been motivated to 

mentor and develop team members.”

Gerald Price mingling with the crowd, including teacher Jack O’Leary.

Athletic Director Leo Lopoz “94
with Gerald Price ’75,
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Anonymous (3)

Dr. and Mrs. Gary T. Guglielmino '69
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Moffitt '69
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy L. O'Malley '69
Mr. Eugene M. Visentin '69
Mr. Gary L. Weberling '69

Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Davis '70
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald J. Desimone '70
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome F. Klenow '70
Mr. and Mrs. James M. McCaughey '70
Mr. Robert J. Montgomery '70

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore T. Boet '71
Mr. and Mrs. John DeVincenzi, Jr. '71
Mr. and Mrs. Sean M. Hogan '71
Mr. and Mrs. Sean D. Kennedy '71
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Martinez '71

Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Seilhan '71

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Cumbelich '72
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher P. Spyrow '72

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Del Beccaro '73
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Keenan '73
Mr. and Mrs. Harlan S. Kenyon III '73
Mr. Rick E. Koch '73
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Metzger '73
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Shoemaker '73
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Spiller '73
Mr. and Mrs. Roger F. Stanfill '73

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher E. Celeri '74
Dr. and Mrs. Mark S. Dias '74
Mr. Andrew C. Johnson '74
Mr. Joseph B. Kearney '74
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Lucas '74

Mr. and Mrs. Louis S. Zocchi '74

Mr. and Mrs. Scott J. Pursley '75
Mr. and Mrs. Brian K. Sullivan, Ph.D. '75
Mr. David J. Van Hoomissen '75

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher B. Bruni '76
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick S. Cahill '76
Mr. Michael J. Cashman '76
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Driscoll '76
Dr. and Mrs. John D. Fichtenkort '76
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph O. Hawkins '76
Mr. Christopher A. Hood-Rosales '76
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred B. Johnson '76
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. Lesser '76
Mr. and Mrs. Brian C. McClay '76
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis A. McKinnon '76
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Miller '76
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Olwell '76

Thank you, Alumni. In the past five years, the percentage of
alumni making a donation has grown to 7.55 percent. Our goal
for the coming five years is to raise that rate to 15 percent.
See the table below for the past five years of growth.

THE TUITION GAP IS $1,700 PER STUDENT. Many alumni are still surprised to learn that tuition
does not cover the full cost of educating a student. There is a gap between the tuition charged and the
true cost of a student’s education. This year, that gap is about $1,700. Multiplied by more than 1,000
boys, that is more than $1,700,000 to be underwritten by generous benefactors and diligent
fundraising.

OUR ENDOWMENT IS A WORK IN PROGRESS. Our endowment yields income intended for
financial aid, and it continues to grow, but it is still in its infancy in comparison to other schools. That
is why we are happy to see more and more Spartan alumni “come back to De La Salle” by answering
the call for support of the Annual Fund, which provides financial aid as well as funding student
programs and faculty development.

THANK YOU ON BEHALF OF THE SPARTANS OF TODAY AND TOMORROW. We cannot
thank you enough for staying involved through support of the Annual Fund. We hope that you will
continue to help us build on our progress and will encourage your Spartan brothers to join in.

* Solicitable Alumni is defined as alumni with valid contact information and not in college. De La Salle’s total cohort of
living alumni is close to 8,000.
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ALUMNI HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
(July 1, 2011 — June 30, 2012)

Alumni Annual Fund Participation Growth 2007 to 2012

Timeframe Solicitable Alumni* # Alumni Donors % Change from Previous Year % Alumni Participation
FY 2007-08 5,180 167 N/A 3.22%

FY 2008-09 5,449 269 61.08% 4.94%

FY 2009-10 5,681 288 7.06% 5.07%

FY 2010-11 5,951 408 41.67% 6.85%

FY 2011-12 6,132 463 13.48% 7.55%
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Mr. Victor D. Perez '76
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Shoemaker '76
Mr. Michael F. Sweeney '76

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Baldacci '77
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy M. Bredbenner '77
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Lawton, Jr. '77
Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Turner '77
Mr. J. K. Young '77

Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Cavallero '78
Mr. James J. Coghlan '78
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. DeMarco '78
Mr. and Mrs. John D. DeMatteo CPA '78
Mr. Michael L. Lynch '78
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Monnens '78
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Piombo '78
Mr. Brian M. Serafino '78
Mr. Gregory S. Spyrow '78
Mr. Timothy C. Sullivan '78
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Zocchi '78

Mr. William P. DePaschalis '79
Mr. and Mrs. Brian R. Elliott '79
Col. and Mrs. Paul R. Pryor '79
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick R. Skillman, Jr. '79
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Steeb '79
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Stoiber '79
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Wanket '79

Mr. and Mrs. Albert A. Amador III '80
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Balog '80
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis A. Camera '80
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew D. Castello '80
Mr. John F. Connell '80
Mr. John J. Cooper '80
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Hanecak '80
Mr. Robert M. Hopfner '80
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory P. Lafayette '80
Mr. and Mrs. Duane P. Lamoureux '80
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. McNiff '80
Mr. Jesse H. Molinar '80
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Pauline '80
Cdr. (Ret.) and Mrs. Edward A. 
Robertson, Jr. '80

Brother Kevin M. Slate, FSC '80
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Souza '80
Mr. and Mrs. Shannon W. Talbert '80

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Bagnasco '81
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Chavez '81
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher G. Clarke '81
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Ewins '81
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. 
Fitzsimmons, Jr. '81

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Fuller '81
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Gordon '81
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Guelld '81
Mr. and Mrs. Scott J. Hazelwood '81
Mr. and Mrs. Louis T. Martinez '81
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Medeiros '81
Mr. Robert H. Palmer '81
Mr. Gregory P. Rosellini '81
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Spiller '81
Mr. and Mrs. John E. White '81
Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. Wilson '81

Mr. and Mrs. Brian A. Amador '82
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Brasiel '82
Mr. Paul Chahin '82 
and Ms. Leslie Guerrero-Chahin

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Doyle '82
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Francis '82
Mr. and Mrs. Scott K. Hirsch '82
Mr. and Mrs. Mark P. Irving '82
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Poirier '82
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Saccullo '82

Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Abreu '83
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Baldacci '83
Mr. Christopher S. Bruzza '83
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cumbelich '83
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell J. Di Giovanni '83
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Engelhart '83
Mr. Robert D. Glynn III '83
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Hare '83
Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. Henderson '83
Mr. Michael P. Hooke '83
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne R. Jarrett '83
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O. Oswald '83
Mr. and Mrs. Brian C. Peters '83
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Pugh '83
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. 
Saint Germain '83

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew L. 
Schoenthaler '83

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy E. Vest '83
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. 
Wakefield '83

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip J. Williamson '83

Mr. Richard F. Barry '84
Mr. and Mrs. Sean R. Edgar '84
Mr. Timothy D. Haley '84
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Hinckley '84
Mr. Michael G. Kelley '84
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Knoedler '84
Mr. Eric J. Mercer '84
Mr. Robert J. Norment '84
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Palm '84
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew W. Pels '84
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Roche '84
Dr. Michael Twomey J. Rubino III '84
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy L. Whitlow '84

Mr. and Mrs. Julius W. Allen '85
Dr. and Mrs. Jason R. Clark '85
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. Droll '85
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Glass '85
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen G. 
Krochmal, Jr. '85

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew M. Laiolo '85
Mr. and Mrs. Francisco E. Luna '85
Mr. Sean T. McCarthy '85
Mr. and Mrs. John C. O'Leary '85
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas P. Renner '85
Mr. Richard A. Schmidt '85
Mr. Jeffrey Shepard '85 
and Ms. Della Martinez 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan J. Vernon II '85
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Vranesh '85

Mr. and Mrs. Michael X. Azevedo '86
Mr. Scott Baptist '86 
and Mrs. Wendy Hickman-Baptist 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. 
Bianchina, Jr. '86

Mr. John D. Blakley, Jr. '86
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick M. Burke '86
Mr. and Mrs. Kent L. Camera '86
Mr. Gregg J. Chavaria '86
Mr. Kevin Cristbrook '86
Mr. William W. Davis '86
Mr. and Mrs. Peter E. dePaschalis '86
Mr. and Dr. Michael A. Di Fiori '86
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Freeman '86
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Ghisletta '86
Mr. Kenneth J. Glynn '86
Mr. Timothy E. Grewis '86
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick T. Hannigan '86
Mr. and Mrs. Chris A. Hawkins '86
Mr. and Mrs. Sean R. Jordan '86
Mr. and Mrs. Sean P. Lafferty '86
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Lynch '86
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Malone II '86
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony S. Masso '86
Mr. and Mrs. Randy A. McCann '86
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Nevares '86
Mr. Mike F. Rivello '86
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy D. Robison '86
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Rollo '86
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Turner '86
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio L. Vernon '86
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Walsh '86
Mr. James B. Woulfe '86

Mr. Roderick M. Alemania '87
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Beauchamp '87
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin R. Francis '87
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. LaCour '87
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick C. Lofy '87
Mr. Greg A. Lucas '87
Mr. and Mrs. Kent M. Mercer '87
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Otis '87
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Pelster '87
Mr. Ronald A. Rusca '87
Mr. and Mrs. Brook E. Serafino '87
Mr. Jonathan D. Speaker '87
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. 
VanderKlugt '87

Mr. and Mrs. Carlos R. Zapata '87

Mr. Stephen Allio '88
Mr. Steven Deitsch '88
Mr. Timothy H. Gallagher '88
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey S. 
Gallagher Lilley '88

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Hinckley '88
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leitz '88
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lezcano '88
Mr. Michael-Anthony Lisboa '88
Mr. Matthew A. Lopas '88
Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. Mullane '88
Dr. and Mrs. Michael W. Ottati, Jr. '88
Mr. Paul Pieralde '88
Mr. Craig Pruski '88
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Roberts '88
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Rosecrans '88
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Stead '88
Mr. Michael R. Testa '88
Mr. Mark Van Slambrook '88 
and Ms. Krista Flynn

Mr. Ivan B. Vela '88
Mr. Gregory Velasquez '88
Mr. and Mrs. Edward White '88
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Williams '88
Mr. Steven Young '88
Mr. and Mrs. Luis F. Zapata '88
Mr. Andreas Zyla '88

Mr. Christopher H. Barry '89
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Brien '89
Mr. and Mrs. Christian N. Curry '89
Mr. Victor M. DeMelo '89
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Donati III '89
Mr. John Hauser '89 and Ms. Karman Ko
Mr. and Mrs. Dominick G. Mazotti '89
Mr. Michael D. McGrath '89
Mr. and Mrs. Casey C. Rhodes '89
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Southard '89

Mr. Christopher L. Clinch '90
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Freeman '90
Mr. Richard Graham '90
Mr. Michael E. Kearney '90
Mr. and Mrs. Craig J. Mercer '90
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Southard '90

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Brys '91
Mr. Kenneth G. Daly '91
Mr. Doug Hagge '91
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Helmer '91
Mr. Matthew S. Kamp '91
Mr. and Mrs. Michael V. Kelly, Jr. '91
Mr. Brian K. Marchetti '91
Mr. and Mrs. Nick V. Pelosi '91
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin M. Selby '91
Mr. Robert D. Sherman '91
Mr. Neil P. Van Slambrook '91
Mr. and Mrs. Sean P. Wilson '91

Mr. Ryan M. Christie '92
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew B. Clay '92
Mr. Jeff Cortez '92
Mr. Joseph C. Lazar '92
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew W. McDowell '92
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Schilling MD '92
Mr. and Mrs. Brian A. Souto '92

Mr. and Mrs. Alli C. Abrew '93
Mr. and Mrs. Marc C. Bacsafra '93
Mr. Jonathan A. Buehler '93
Mr. David T. Byrne '93
Mr. John P. Connolly '93
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Curran '93
Mr. William DeClercq '93 
and Mrs. Nicole Tetreault 

Mr. Andrew L. Freeman '93
Mr. Daniel W. Gagen '93
Mr. Stephen D. Lilly '93
Mr. David H. Melmed '93
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Molloy '93
Mr. Michael J. Prindiville '93

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Walsh '93
Mr. and Mrs. Chris P. Del Santo '94
Mr. and Mrs. Scott J. Drain '94
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Fake '94
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D. Frakes '94
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher A. Gaber '94
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Hintz '94
Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin A. Kamp '94
Mr. and Mrs. Leo C. Lopoz '94
Mr. Christopher T. Mack '94
Mr. Matt Malone '94
Mr. Sean P. Mass '94
Mr. Michael F. McKay II '94
Mr. Joseph C. Molina '94
Mr. Chris C. Molinaro '94
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick W. O'Keefe '94
Mr. Eric J. Quinn '94
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd V. Schine III '94

Mr. Joseph D. DeFalco '95
Mr. Jaime A. Estrada '95
Mr. Joseph P. Harney '95
Mr. Drew C. Hodson '95
Mr. Jordan D. Kahn '95
Mr. and Mrs. Adam J. Keen '95
Mr. John A. Koven '95
Mr. James M. Neudecker '95
Mr. Christopher W. O'Dea '95
Mr. Andrew L. Selway '95
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin C. Tschann '95
Mr. Kevin J. Warmerdam '95
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Washmera '95

Mr. Paul N. Adler '96
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary J. Ellman '96
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew L. Harrison '96
Mr. Seth R. Holmberg '96
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Irving '96
Mr. Kevin P. Marchetti '96
Mr. Neil R. O'Leary '96
Mr. Dean Ian B. Quiambao '96
Mr. Jeffrey J. Reilly '96
Mr. John M. Rhodes '96
Mr. Matthew A. Vallarino '96

Mr. David A. Adler '97
Mr. and Mrs. Brett J. Anderson '97
Mr. Matthew T. Barry '97
Mr. and Mrs. Sean P. Bristol '97
Mr. Greg G. Brown-Davis '97
Mr. Jordan A. Casella '97
Mr. Thomas A. Coughlan '97
Mr. Harry J. Ein '97
Mr. Eugene L. Erlec, Jr. '97
Mr. Joseph K. Koller '97
Mr. Patrick D. McKenna '97
Mr. Christopher N. Odne '97
Mr. James C. Patterson '97
Mr. Garrett M. Shelley '97
Mr. Christopher C. Shelley '97
Mr. Christian S. Warrell '97
Mr. Matthew S. Yergovich '97

Mr. Justin E. Alumbaugh '98
Mr. James W. Beall, Jr. '98

Mr. Patrick C. Buckles '98
Mr. Nathan A. Burkhardt '98
Mr. Colin N. Ensley '98
Mr. Anthony R. Field '98
Mr. Cortland L. Golightly '98
Mr. Wesley J. Hodson '98
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Hogan '98
Mr. Justin T. Keane '98
Mr. Matthew S. King '98
Mr. Michael W. Kredel '98
Mr. Jason M. Penarelli '98
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua J. Quintero CMT '98
Mr. Darren J. Salmi '98
Mr. Matthew R. Sansoe '98
Mr. Patrick J. Vesely '98
Mr. Richard J. Whelan '98

Mr. Gregory W. Ahlbach '99
Mr. Daniel L. Alexander '99
Mr. John D. Baker '99
Mr. Christopher J. Cole '99
Mr. John J. Erdos '99
Mr. Raymond P. Foerster '99
Mr. Shaylen A. Hansen '99
Mr. George A. Hollidge '99
Mr. Edward E. Massey '99
Mr. Rene A. Poblete II '99

Mr. Brandon T. Broughton '00
Mr. Brett A. Flores '00
Mr. Christopher C. Hallett '00
Mr. Nicholas L. Mattos '00

Mr. Nicholas E. Andrade '01
Mr. Gregory W. Arevalo '01
Mr. Peter M. Burns '01
Mr. John A. Dominguez '01
Mr. Brandon M. Duck '01
Mr. Paul A. Guaragna '01
Mr. Jonathan J. Hardisty '01
Mr. and Mrs. Brian P. Krouse '01
Mr. Andrew R. Marcogliese '01
Mr. Jordan A. McCormack '01
Mr. Michael V. Randazzo '01
Mr. William E. Steuber '01
Mr. Ian J. Topic '01

Mr. Dustin M. Bourgeois '02
Mr. Andrew D. Briner '02
Mr. Ross M. Darby '02
Mr. Daniel M. Erwin '02
Mr. Sean P. Hanlon '02
Mr. Thomas P. Hayes '02
Mr. Timothy A. Hodson '02
Mr. James S. Puccetti '02
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Eugene A. Smith '02
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan John J. Sullivan '02
Mr. Kevin B. Vesely '02

Mr. Rogelio Avalos '03
Mr. Trenton M. F. Barmby '03
Mr. Anthony J. Binswanger '03
Mr. Sean R. Birtcil '03
Mr. Gregory M. Contreras '03
Mr. Joseph A. Czabaranek '03
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Mr. Angelo B. Espiritu '03
Mr. Erich R. Faustman '03
Mr. Gregory D. MacArthur '03
Mr. Thomas J. Maddock '03
Mr. Andrew J. Smith '03
Mr. Cole R. Smith '03
Mr. Stephen J. Wondolowski '03

Mr. Justin Argenal '04
Mr. Kyle A. Balough '04
Mr. Alexander H. Briner '04
Mr. Christopher J. Burns '04
Mr. Nicholas C. Cipolla '04
Mr. John Paul G. De La Vega '04
Mr. Oliver Duda '04
Mr. Anthony D. Fracchia '04
Mr. Angelo H. Gomez '04
Mr. Marek W. Grobelny '04
Mr. Alexander M. Harrington '04
Mr. Peter J. Imsand '04
Mr. Christopher R. Jensen '04
Mr. Jonathan S. Llama '04
Mr. Andrew T. McLennan '04
Mr. Michael A. Pittore '04
Mr. Andrew M. Resnick '04
Mr. Kevin P. Winters '04

Mr. Andrew M. Camera '05
Mr. Joseph L. Depaoli '05
Mr. Brian F. Dunican '05
Mr. Robert A. Franceschi '05
Mr. Scott W. Hugo '05
Mr. Brian T. Kozel '05
Mr. Daniel S. Llama '05
Mr. Fernando Lopez '05
Mr. Timothy D. Pegnim '05
Mr. Christopher S. M. Roldan '05
Mr. Thomas S. Smith '05

Mr. Christopher R. Carroll '06
Mr. Michael V. Cipolla '06

Mr. Marc A. Del Prete '06
Mr. Daen J. Ekpa '06
Mr. Justin P. Ginochio '06
Mr. Lincoln D. Gunn '06
Mr. Bryan E. Jannisse '06
Mr. Christopher R. Kovar '06
Mr. Brian Theodore W. Mendes '06
Mr. Colin S. Niedermeyer '06
Mr. David P. Rodriguez '06
Mr. Christopher B. Sotiropulos '06
Mr. Christopher G. Straface '06

Mr. Joseph R. Bernardi '07
Mr. David C. Castillo '07
Mr. Kevin D. P. Maggi '07
Mr. Aran S. Nafisi-Movaghar '07
Mr. Michael J. Paris '07
Mr. Matthew J. Salem '07
Mr. Garrett M. Woo '07

Mr. Lennox E. Byer, Jr. '08
Mr. Antonio E. DeVilbiss '08
Mr. Matthew T. Lawrence '08
Mr. Tyler B. Steeb '08
Mr. Robert A. Van Wyck '08

Mr. Christian K. Flynn '09

Mr. Shae J. Hughes '10
Mr. James R. Logan '10

Mr. Reuben T. Freitas Osofsky '11
Mr. Angelo C. Paras '11
Mr. Trijohn M. Tran '11
Mr. Rogelio B. Velazquez '11
Mr. Anthony D. West '11

Mr. Nathan K. Kuzbari '12
Mr. Alexander J. Levesque '12
Mr. Christopher E. Sprague '12

2011 – 2012 Alumni Event Sponsors
(July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012)

Mr. Robert J. Montgomery '70
Mr. Rick E. Koch ’73
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Baldacci '77
Mr. Joseph L. Garaventa ’77
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. DeMarco '78
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Pauline ’80
Mr. Christopher J. Crespi '81
Mr. and Mrs. Louis R. Baldacci ’82
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Abreu '83
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Baldacci '83
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Aberer III '86
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel T. Pauline ’88 
Mr. Robert J. Lezcano '90
Mr. Jason C. Pauline '90
Mr. Luke A. Powell ’90
Mr. Anthony G. Viscia ’90
Mr. Thomas Z. Pauline ’93
Mr. and Mrs. Dalton C. Brown '94
Mr. David A. Adler ’97
Mr. Christopher N. Odne ’97
Mr. Nicholas C. Cipolla '04

• • •

De La Salle’s Alumni Honor Roll of
Donors recognizes alumni monetary gifts
made to the school from July 1, 2011
through June 30, 2012.  We have made
every effort to provide a complete and
accurate listing.  However, errors may
occur, and we hope you will accept our
sincere apologies.  Please contact Karla
Wiese, director of development, in the
Advancement Office at (925) 288-8195
or wiesek@dlshs.org, and we will correct
our records.

You are cordially invited to
De La Salle High School’s

Sunday, October 7, 2012
6:00 p.m.

Diablo Country Club
1700 Club House Road

Diablo, CA

$55 per person
(includes hosted Bar from 6-6:30 p.m. and dinner buffet)

Cocktail Attire

RSVP by September 24, 2012

Register online at www.dlshs.org/support/events or contact Beth Garland at garlandb@dlshs.org or (925)288-8184.

Benefiting student financial aid
at De La Salle



SPORTS OVERVIEW

Baseball
EBAL Champions
NCS Champions

Golf
EBAL 2nd place
NCS 4th place

Lacrosse
EBAL 2nd place
NCS 2nd place

Swimming and Diving
EBAL 2nd place
NCS 10th place

Track and Field
EBAL 2nd place

Tennis
EBAL Doubles Champions

EBAL 6th place

Volleyball
EBAL Champions
NCS Champions

S p r i n g

Spartan Athletes Are Scholastic Champions Again
The North Coast Section recognizes as Scholastic Championship Teams the varsity squads with the three
highest composite grade point averages of 3.0 and above. With 168 schools in the NCS, that is a lot of
competition. In the 2011-2012 school year, the De Le Salle football and cross country teams were in that
elite top three and were recognized as Scholastic Champions. The Spartan varsity teams in other CIF
sports were also superb in the classroom. The Grade Point Averages for all the teams (in alphabetical
order by sport) were: 

Spartan teams won six league championships in the East Bay Athletic League, and the school captured
its fourth consecutive EBAL All Sports Award. There were also seven North Coast Section team
championships (football, cross country, soccer, basketball, wrestling, baseball, and volleyball).  As
Athletic Director Leo Lopoz wrote in his introduction to this year’s Football Guide: “To top off a phe-
nomenal school year, Cal-Hi Sports recognized our school as the California School of the Year for 2011-
2012. We owe all of our student-athletes, coaches, and support staff a tremendous amount of gratitude
for all of the time and effort they put forth for the De La Salle community. A successful athletic program
that truly serves our educational mission is only possible when you have support from parents, alumni,
fans, friends, and faculty and staff. We are grateful for their dedication to graduating men of faith,
integrity, and scholarship. Thank you to the entire De La Salle community for all of your support.” 

spartan sports

Baseball 3.20
Basketball 3.15
Cross country 3.52
Football 3.15

Golf 3.46
Lacrosse 3.19
Soccer 3.29

Swimming and Diving 3.29
Tennis 3.38
Track and Field 3.30

Volleyball 3.38
Water polo 3.36
Wrestling 3.07
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D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R   • 2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 3  

2012-2013

Saturday, September 22
Saturday, September 22
Friday, October 5
Sunday, October 7
Monday, October 8
Tues.-Wed., October 23-24
Friday, November 2
Wednesday, November 21
Wednesday, November 21
Saturday, November 24
Wednesday, December 5
Saturday, January 26, 2013
Thursday, February 7
Saturday, April 20
Sunday, May 5
Monday, May 13
Friday, May 17
Sunday, May 19
Summer 2013

Renaissance ClubSport
De La Salle Campus
Diablo Country Club
Diablo Country Club
De La Salle Campus
Brother Celestine Theatre
De La Salle Campus
De La Salle Campus
De La Salle Campus
Carondelet
De La Salle Campus
De La Salle Campus
Blackhawk  Auto Museum
De La Salle Campus
Diablo Country Club
St. Francis Parish Church
De La Salle Campus
TBA

Class of 1977: 35 Year Reunion
Class of 1972: 40 Year Reunion
Football Homecoming Game
A Classic Evening
Golf Classic
Fall Alumni Phonathon
Theatre Arts Play: Alumni Night
Alumni Soccer Game
Alumni Basketball Game
Alumni Lacrosse Game
Christmas Concert 
Crab Feed
Bacchanalia Wine and Food Fest
Fête Spring Auction
Dads and Grads Barbecue
Brother Maris Golf Tournament
Baccalaureate Mass and Reception
Graduation, Class of 2013
Class Reunions 2008, 2003, 1998,

1993, 1988, 1983, 1978, 1973

Empty nest syndrome and empty school syndrome?
Five members of the De La Salle faculty and staff have sons in the class of 2012. From left:

Science teacher David Jeans and son Ryan; bookstore manager Alison McNell and son Bradley;

math teacher James Olwell and son Patrick; language teacher Kelly Gardner and son William;

director of admissions Joe Grantham and son Joseph. Congratulations, grads and parents.


